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lonewalker @LoneWalkerUK Jan 7 

'Great to meet and chat with Mike & Anne from @BbridgeWAW today, about the #SwaleWay' 

The Swale Way links Walkers are Welcome towns Boroughbridge, Thirsk and Kirkby Stephen and 

has been relaunched by Boroughbridge.  

 

 

Mae cyfarchion Cymru Aelodau 

Greetings Welsh members 

WaW is a community led organisation and the idea only works if we all get involved and help each 

other. This is true in your towns and it is also true at a national level. We are in a situation now 

where we don't have enough volunteers in Wales to mentor the towns there. Ideally we need three 

people, one in north Wales, one in mid Wales and one in the west. 

  

The job isn't time consuming, but it is interesting and rewarding. There are 3 or 4 short telephone 

meetings per year, occasional contact and exchange visits with your allocated towns with expenses 

payable, plus the annual job of assessing the end of year reports. You will gain knowledge that will 

help your town and personal satisfaction from helping provisional towns become accredited. So 

give it a go, we are waiting to hear from you! 

Rydym yn aros i glywed gennych! 

 

    

 

 

Love your Annual Returns  

We're glass half full people, so we're really pleased that around 50% of 

towns have submitted their Annual Returns on time. Well done you! 

  

If the other 50% could spread a bit of love and send theirs in before 

Valentine's Day it would make us even happier. The 'Learn to love your 

Annual Return' fact sheet will give you some tips and explain why it is so 

important.  If you have not been able to download the Annual Return 

form, give us a shout. 

  

We're looking forward to reading your Annual Returns and giving you 

feedback. x x Shelia Talbot 

 

p.s. Have you remembered your annual subscription?  
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#WinterWalks 

pic. - 14 Jan  @YHAAlston 'Snowy walk today for the 

@WaWAlstonMoor along The South Tyne trail always 

guaranteed! @NorthPennAONB  

 

11 Jan - Gloucester Services @glouc_services  '#WinterWalks 

Winchcombe, north of Cheltenham, has “Walkers are 

Welcome” status. Visiting walkers are very 

welcome!'  winchcombewelcomeswalkers.com 

 

17 Jan - @WalkersrWelcome 'On this day in 1773 Captain 

Cook became the first person to cross the Antarctic Circle. 

What will your walking adventure be?!' 15 Jan 

- @AnnSandell '#WinterWalks Waiting for the rain to stop 

#kirkbystephen' church-gallery.co.uk/location.html  

 

 

The Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee have been hearing evidence from 

witnesses on the Rural Tourism Inquiry.  One of the subjects discussed has been the 

importance of extending the season to make rural tourism and local businesses more 

sustainable to offer permanent employment and career opportunities. This of course is an 

extremely important factor in improving our rural economies.   

 

Hallmark Hotels blog A Guide To Great British Winter Walks is a perfect example of one of the ways 

we can all be helping to promote winter in the countryside.  They have  included the famous Alfred 

Wainwright quip:                 

 "there’s no such thing as bad weather, only unsuitable clothing" 

The health benefits of walking in winter are extolled together with details of what to wear and 

suggested equipment for #WinterWalks 

 

British Mountaineering Council  provide Essential Winter Know-how 

 

But #WinterWalks don't stop with glossy photos of walking in the snow and frost see our list of 

winter and spring events that might be celebrated in our December newsletter.  Anyone doing a 

Valentine walk? 

 

No snow or frost, we give you "Walking in the Rain" with The Ronettes and the iconic dancing and 

"Singin' in the Rain" with Gene Kelly or should that be saved for April? 

 

 

A-Z Maps 

'A-Z maps is delighted to have been chosen as the official mapping partner by Walk Unlimited to produce 

maps for the National Trails of England and Wales. There are sixteen long distance paths that have been 

http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=472e64136b&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=9a88913642&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=98ccc1d15d&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=26b899df48&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=57872a3f9b&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=7c8e5002a7&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=1600330bd0&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=111a1d0a97&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=111a1d0a97&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=ef8945e0e3&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=519f43ce9d&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=b9b3eeecd6&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=b37a6ddc4e&e=4d62ed1d93
http://walkersarewelcome.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91b3c96647ade0a30c608b14e&id=b37a6ddc4e&e=4d62ed1d93


 

designated as official National Trails across England and Wales. A number of official maps will be 

released during 2017 with the aim of mapping all of the National Trails as soon as possible. 

 

A-Z, as part of the Adventure Series, will plot the official National Trails routes onto the iconic Ordnance 

Survey Explorer 1:25,000 scale mapping. These official titles will be in a convenient, easy to use, OS map 

sized, booklet format. Each Adventure Series atlas comes with an index of towns, villages, natural 

features and places of interest as well as useful QR codes and links to websites including official updates 

and temporary route diversions. 

 

The England Coast Path is the longest National Trail and will open in sections with the whole coast 

scheduled to be completed by 2020. Some sections of the England Coast Path will be covered by maps 

highlighting the official route on OS mapping and showing the newly created open access areas, giving 

everyone the legal right to explore the coastline.......' 

 

A-Z Maps have set up a voucher code WRW20 for WaW members.  This will be valid until 1st April, 2017 

and applies to any of their Adventure products giving our members 20% off the RRP.  This should be 

redeemed at the basket stage of their website. 

  

 

Shrove Tuesday 

If you haven't had a bit of fun for a Valentine's Day walk what about Shrove Tuesday which is on 

28th February this year. So how imaginative could your walk be?  A play on the pancake race, take 

your pancake or frying pan for a walk, pancakes at the end of the walk, finish the Christmas Chocs. 

before Lent?  A leap walk, revive any local folk traditions involving roses, leather gloves, £1 for a kiss 

or the American "Sadie Hawkins Day" with role reversal.  Send us your photos. 

 

 

 

Wall Hanging 

Why not book the Wall Hanging for your event 
If you would like to display the beautiful WaW Wall Hanging at your festival or event, please contact Paul 

Gowan as soon as possible to book it in the diary.  

  

The policy for borrowing the Wall hanging can be found in the Member’s section of the website, under 

Resources. 

 

If your town currently doesn’t appear on the Wall Hanging, it isn’t too late.  Check out the instructions in 

the Member’s section of the website, under Annual Get Together 2017 Embroider a quilt and get creative! 

  

This might also be a good time to remind towns that there are other resources that they can borrow or 

order, have a look at the website page. 
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Simon Evans Way 

Country Walking Magazine December edition featured 'Man 

of Letters', the history of Shropshire's injured WWI soldier 

and rural postman poet, Simon Evans, which has been 

made into a circular walk. 

 

Cleobury Mortimer have published their new leaflet 

celebrating his life, the Simon Evans Way.  Val Simpson 

has led two walks along the entire 14 mile way in 2015/6. 

 

Val has been unwell in recent months but was interviewed 

telling the story of this fascinating man and of course the 

walk as the background for this article. 

 

See further details of the Simon Evan's Way on Cleobury 

Mortimer website (and our best wishes for a speedy 

recovery Val.) 

 

 

 

Members' News 
Also see the news section on the website.  

picture: Couldn't resist this beautiful 

scene shared by Neil Moore' on Whitchurch 

Walkers facebook 'three ponies brave the 

bitter wind amid the ice and snow on the 

Stiperstones, Shropshire' by Shropshire and 

beyond'  Continuing the story ..... 

 

  

'It's nearly two years to the day since there's been 

any decent snow in Shropshire, so we had to make 

the most of the opportunity that was offered today. 

Our plan was to head to Church Stretton in 

advance of sunrise and take some shots of the 

area from Ragleth and Caer Caradoc. We went via 

the A5 but by the time we reached Dorrington we 

could see there wasn’t much snow on offer. It was 

the same story when we passed the Lawley and 

Caradoc on our left and the Long Mynd to our right 

- we could see there was only a slight dusting and 

not nearly as much as we had hoped for. 

We decided that we needed to go higher to stand 

any chance of finding decent snow so we turned 

The Times featured Christopher Somerville's 

Good Walk at Lansett Reservoir & Mickleden, 

South Yorkshire on Saturday 4th February. 

Bradfield's car park information panel also gets a 

mention.  

 

Snaith have completed improvements to their 

Heritage Walks which radiate from the town with a 

large number of new waymarkers. 

The group has also erected a new information 

board at the Snaith station free car park. 

For further information on their Heritage Walks see 

their website. 
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back and headed to the Stiperstones, the second 

highest hill in Shropshire. 

When we reached the car park and got out to 

check the conditions we were greeted by a biting 

cold wind. Thankfully we had brought our 

balaclavas which made the morning bearable! 

The snow was more plentiful here and I made my 

way upwards while Mike spent some time at the 

bottom photographing snow-covered sheep. 

When I reached the summit ridge with its jagged 

outcrops the wind kicked up a notch and became 

much more fierce - it was a job to stand upright 

and keep the camera steady on my tripod. In 

addition the light was poor, so slow shutter speeds 

coupled with a powerful wind made for a trying 

time......' 

'The morning worked out really well but hopefully 

it won’t be another two years before we get any 

more decent snow!' 

 

'Todmorden is becoming a ‘Walkers Are 

Welcome’ town thanks to our 

funding' http://www.cffc.co.uk/walkerswelcome/ 

 

Cromer's Walkers are Welcome town signs have 

been featured as good marketing as part of the 

Norwich Evening News article 'Our coastal towns 

need to improve their marketing to grow in a post-

Brexit era' The article is however critical of a lack 

of marketing in the face of post-Brexit growth and 

the walking offer is the most prominent.  All we can 

say is  "well done WALKCromer". 

 

Expeditions Wales @expedswales  Jan 15 

Congratulations to the members of Devil's Bridge 

@WalkersrWelcome on completing Bronze 

@nnas_office awards this weekend  

And caught on facebook 19 Jan Devil's Bridge 

'For those who are coming to the Adopt a Path 

scheme talk on Saturday, please bring a small 

hammer if you have one. Thanks.' 

 

@MendipHillsAONB Walkers definitely welcome 

in #Cheddar. Lots of activities linked to great 

accommodation from this 

group'  @WalkersrWelcome @CheddarWalking 

 

Tim Braund ENPA @TimBraundENPA 

@coleridgeway 1 of many #LongDistanceTrails 

@ExmoorNP exmoor-

nationalpark.gov.uk/enjoying/walki… & check out 

#Porlock #Dunster  #Lynmouth for 

@WalkersrWelcome 

Mytholmroyd  will shortly be launching a new 

leaflet setting out four walks from Mytholmroyd to 

Stoodley Pike.  Local residents have often asked 

about the different ways to approach the iconic 

peace monument, and now walkers can chose 

one of four ways to the top, with one easy route 

back down to Mytholmroyd. West Yorkshire 

Metro contributed funding for the leaflet, aswell 

as Hebden Royd Town Council, since short bus 

rides are involved in some of the walks. 

Walk one takes a pretty woodland route up 

through the nature reserve at Broadhead Clough; 

the second route with a bus trip as far as Cragg 

Vale junior school, goes from the Hinchliffe pub, 

past Withens Clough Reservoir, and up onto the 

moor; Walk three involves a bus trip as far as 

Blackstone Edge Reservoir (near the White House 

pub) and follows some of the Pennine Way back 

to Stoodley Pike. Walk four is the most direct route 

from Mytholmroyd itself, and it is this route that is 

suggested for walkers to return to Mytholmroyd. 

New waymark signs will be nailed to posts in 

February to help walkers find their way. The leaflet 

includes a clear map and walk descriptions, plus a 

history note about the Stoodley Pike monument. It 

will be available for £1 at local shops, and Hebden 

Bridge and Todmorden tourist information centres. 

See their facebook and website 

Rose Wheeler wondered if other WaW groups 

have identified and published walks to 

iconic/historic monuments? It might make a 

fascinating list.  

 @TwmsTreks Follow in the footsteps of 

#kingarthur #Ceredigion #wales @twrchtrwyth 

#twrchtrwyth #crugyn @WalkersrWelcome 

@CerddedTregaron #findyourepic 

 

Newly accredited Dover's new website is up and 

running showing off the lovely White Cliffs area of 

Kent.  
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A Walker's Tale 

A Walker, one among many, took the CoastHopper (Stagecoach) bus from Salthouse to Cromer, 

Norfolk, on Sunday 22nd January 2017.  He left the bus a little lighter in the pocket – a mobile 

phone had slipped out!  On Tuesday a telephone call to his home, “your mobile phone has been 

found and awaits collection in Kings Lynn”.  Contacted daughter who works in Lynn, she spoke to a 

Customer Service person, and explained that she would not be able to collect until Friday “no 

problem” was the reply.  Daughter rang again on Friday and was told that it would be available at 

the Head Office – “could I collect from the bus station”, said daughter.  The lady at CoastHopper, 

“…wait a moment” a minute went by, “…no problem”, she said, “I’ve caught a driver and he will 

deliver to the Bus Station, ready for your collection”.  

 

Two points to make: 

1. On each occasion the telephone was answered by a human voice, that same voice answered on 

the second occasion and remembered the incident.  

2. Everyone who uses the CoastHopper praises the service provided, but this tale illustrates that 

superlative service does not stop at the bus and its driver, but extends throughout the Stagecoach 

company. 

Thank you Driver, thank you Customer Service person, thank you Stagecoach - 

Don Davenport, Cromer 

 

  

 

Diary Dates 

The Great British Spring Clean 3-5th March 2017 

The latest Keep Britain Tidy campaign, 'It's time to clean up this countryside' includes resources 

 

MAY is the traditional National Walking Month, time to get office workers, school children, toddlers 

etc. all walking and generally raise awareness that 'Walkers are Welcome' in your community. 

 

 

 

  

secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk 
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