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Fact Sheet: General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)  

 

After four years of preparation and debate, the GDPR was finally approved by the EU Parliament on 

14 April 2016 with an enforcement date of 25 May 2018. The EU General Data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR) replaces the Data Protection Directive 95/46/EC and was designed to harmonize data 

privacy laws across Europe, to protect and empower all EU citizens’ data privacy and to reshape the 

way organisations across the region approach data privacy.  This will be adopted by the British 

government and stand until such time as there is any new British legislation after Brexit. 

 

This factsheet is not meant as an interpretation of the law and we would suggest some study of the 

new regulation.  There is now increasing free information available on the internet.  Whilst Data 

Protection Officers and controllers are recommended for organisations, we would suggest that this 

job be given to the most suitable person in your organisation that will be able to ensure your best 

understanding and compliance of the requirements.  

 

Examine the data you are keeping and for what purpose and decide whether this is necessary.  

Contact details should be kept to a minimum and you should have permission from the person 

concerned to keep the information and for what purpose.  This information should also be current. 

It goes without saying that you will not share personal information outside your organisation and a 

“need to know” basis within your organisation, should be applied. 

 

Consent 

Consent must be given in an intelligible and easily accessible form, with the purpose for data 

processing attached to that consent. It must also be easy to withdraw consent as it is to give.  The 

best advice is to start again in the collection of this information making sure that your records are 

correct and consent given, removing all old data.  This will be a simple matter within groups or 

committees with consent and data held by one responsible person.  For wider mailing lists you might 

send out an electronic form to be returned or use one provided by, for example, Mailchimp. 

 

Breach Notification 

If you become aware of a breach of kept data you must inform those affected and consider a wider 

reporting of that knowledge.  This might be, for example, a computer has been hacked.  Using 

security software or keeping information in a secure “cloud” service will help to keep data more 

secure.  Mobile phones usually offer the least protection. 

 

Right to Access 

There is a dramatic change to data transparency and empowerment of data subjects.  Everyone will 

have the right to ask what information is being kept, where and, to see an electronic copy free of 

charge. 

 

Data Erasure 

Data should not be held if it is no longer relevant or permission has been withdrawn. 

 

We will not suggest that small, particularly volunteer, organisations are likely to be fined for breach 

of data protection but we should all be aware of the basis of the law which also protects us and is 

good practice. 

 

Here are a few examples: 

 

1. You run a weekly health walk and participants usually fill in a health questionnaire that 

includes contact details and their next of kin in case of an accident or illness.  Do you consider 



this necessary to cover your own risk assessment and in the case of an emergency?  Then 

provided the participant is willing, this is perfectly acceptable but this does not mean that you 

may, for example, use this information for other purposes, like advertising walks unless you 

have express permission.  The information must be kept safely and destroyed if the person 

stops walking with your group.  A periodic review of information should be applied.  You might 

make other arrangements like, for example, the walker carry their next of kin information with 

them on the walk. 

 

2. You take bookings for a walk.  Make it clear that their data will be destroyed after the event.  

Any collection of data for advertising future events must have separate express permission. 

No tick boxes please. 

 

3. You have a group email address for your committee.  Obtain an email from each member 

with their permission to be included. 

 

4. You contact local hotels and guest houses with event information.  Redo your mailing list 

from publicly available information. 

 

Is it necessary? 

Is it correct? 

Do you have express permission? 

When will you delete it? 

When will you refresh it? 

Who has access? 

Is it secure? 

 

We hope this is a helpful introduction to this subject. 

 
While the WAWCIC has made every effort to ensure the information obtained in this factsheet is an accurate 

summary of the subject as at the date of publication, it is unable to accept liability for any misinterpretation of 

the law or any other error or omission in the advice in this paper. This factsheet is provided for the use of 

Walkers are Welcome CIC members only. ©WAWCIC 2018 

 

 

 

 


