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There are many ways that we can help you to spread your news through the network and beyond. We can do
so much to promote each other and the network. Are you missing out?

Website

The Walkers are Welcome national committee are currently looking at the website
https://walkersarewelcome.org.uk/ and have redesigned the homepage as a simpler version to follow up-to-
date trends, a possibly younger audience and easier to negotiate on a mobile phone. Further page updates
will follow once this is complete.

New wording:

Walkers are Welcome is a nationwide initiative launched in 2007 to be ‘welcoming to walkers’. We enable and
encourage the development of accredited towns and villages in England, Wales-Cymru and Scotland to
support their communities’ economic growth through the promotion of walking.

Your interaction with the website through the Member’s Area login. (See separate instructions if you are not
familiar with this area.)

Have you updated your town’s profile page that is shown in the A-Z listings? Some pages may be out of
date or should contain recent developments. Make sure you have an appealing photograph.

Do you add your events to the what's on page through your login? This doesn’t have to be just walking
festivals but special walks as well. There is a word count maximum and photo size.

Do you add your latest news and achievements through the membership area login? This gives additional
publicity and refreshes the website. Again, there is a word count maximum and photo size.

Facebook

Walkers are Welcome page

As at October 2024 - Followers: 3,348, September post reach: 7,665, 1,141 September post engagements

If you use Facebook, make sure you give us a mention or tag us so the post shows up in comments or
#walkersarewelcome. If we see your post, we will share. Don’t forget to repost or comment on other
members’ posts. If you need any Facebook guidance, just ask.

Walkers are Welcome Towns
This is a newer Public Group which now has 843 members. Just sign up and post direct to the group. We
don’t exclude non members going with the philosophy of ‘the more the merrier’ to see your posts.

Walkers are Welcome Members

Private members only group with 106 members. This was intended for members to talk to each other,
perhaps exchange ideas or ask questions but isn’t being used as such. We might consider deleting this in the
near future.

Twitter — X WalkersareWelcome

2,955 Followers. Not as popular in many circles since Elon Musk changed the mechanisms introducing
premium and because of his political views. This tends to be more popular with professional people and in the
south of England, certainly a younger audience. Add Walkers are Welcome #walkersarewelcome to your
posts. Don’t forget to retweet any members’ posts you see. We recently reviewed whether to continue using
this because of recent adverse posts but decided to continue in view of the number of followers.

Mastodon
We have an account, but it is very low key, do you use this alternative to X.

Members’ Newsletter Please send details of your news and achievements to the Secretary for inclusion in
the members’ newsletter, this provides additional publicity and best practice ideas for other members. Most
towns receive two copies through their contacts. Remember to share with your group and associates.


https://walkersarewelcome.org.uk/

Walk This Way

Is published quarterly and there are now more people on this mailing list than the members’ list, it is also sent
to all members. Recipients also pass it on to their friends and colleagues enlarging the audience. About 800
to 1100 opens per issue. We try to have a subject for each issue. It is vital that members participate so we
can give you additional publicity and we regularly call for content. Remember to share widely.

We offer cheap advertising space at £15 per small add. If you look at advertising rates even in weekly local
press, you will find this is an extraordinarily low cost compared with other advertising. This helps to offset
WaW costs (reducing your membership subscription) and provides an opportunity to businesses to benefit
through Walkers are Welcome that are working with you in your community and help to build relationships.

Photographs

It is also important that you send us copyright free photographs to publish. We can'’t just pick up any old
photo to illustrate the content and we wish to show images of your area. Not just a row of walkers posing
please but an attractive backdrop or a view of your best countryside or town to fit the season or a fun shot is
always welcome. About 1mb landscape. You will probably notice that you see some member towns more
frequently, that is because they have sent in photographs or content to use.

Local and National Press
Some of us have good relationships with local press built up over years which can be very valuable. Mention
‘Walkers are Welcome’ and share your successes.

Other ideas

Themed Events

For a few years we have had a dedicated website page for activities involving multiple events under a theme.
This has had limited success with mainly the same towns each time so it has been decided to abandon this
scheme but still encourage members to organise events on a theme posted to What's On where we can pick
them up for additional added pubilicity. e.g. the popular Heritage Open Days or Open Doors walks and for 2025
Railway200 celebrating 200 years since the birth of the modern railway with Stockton & Darlington Railway
opening September 1825.

Other ideas

We have been discussing features on your favourite or best walk to add to social media, the website and
newsletters.

Have you heard of festival bagging, so many people are now visiting consecutive walking festivals. Promote
each other’s festivals.

Consider forming a group with nearby WaW towns. to get discounts on an advert in magazines such as
Countryfile or Country Walking or a feature article.

Contact your National Landscape/Parks in your area to see if they’ll add your town, they should as you’re
promoting them and we’re volunteers so doing them a favour!

There are websites that you can add events free of charge e.g. National Trails
https://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/en _GB/ and Time Outdoors https://www.timeoutdoors.com/

The Long Distance Walking Association show WaW towns, check you are on there.
https://Idwa.org.uk/index.php

Some Destination Management Organisations and councils are very proactive with their tourism including
social media, others want to charge for everything.

Borrow the wall hanging which promotes all towns and WaW as a good conversation piece.

Over to you, we are always here to listen to your ideas.

AS/HK November 2024


https://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/en_GB/
https://ldwa.org.uk/index.php

