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April Showers

| don’t suppose many of you use an umbrella when out walking, although April is traditionally the month
of showers. We go out prepared with a Pac-a-mac even in the most beautiful sunshine as many of us
have been fortunate to experience over the Easter weekend. This can be perhaps be used as an
allegory for risk assessments and insurance.

We are delighted to have received permission from the North Pennines Walking Festival organisers to
share their most comprehensive Handbook which covers all the likely “what-ifs” that should be
considered. Most of this information is also useful for all your guided walking events. Please don't
forget that it is important to have a booking system to ensure that numbers are within assessed limits.

Chepstow have just taken a step further and arranged additional insurance with Tennyson'’s for £30 to
cover their walk leaders when out risk assessing walks for their recent walking festival. You can always
check with Tennyson’s whether a particular risk is included or not. How many times do we hear that
our Town Council or Rotary Club insurance will cover the risk, this is actually very unlikely.

On a more cheerful note, we’'ll leave you to sing-along with either of your favourites, Judy Garland’s
‘April Showers’ or Disney’s Bambi, ‘Little April Shower’. Perhaps even adding one to your iPod to sing
in the rain and make you smile.

Dog Fact Sheet

Our thanks are extended to Elham and Ross-on-Wye for their help in the preparation of the new Dog
Fact Sheet. It is not until you start thinking about dogs and their owners in unfamiliar towns, or the
countryside, that you realise what a complex subject this is. We have tried to cover legislation, best
practice and ideas for making dog owners feel informed and welcome. Have a look and think about
your own dog friendly guides or providing information.

If you consider that you are able to offer best practice or have a subject suggestion for a new fact sheet,
please contact us. Membership to Walkers are Welcome is all about sharing information and innovation
within our family of members.

Ancient Pathways

There will be many within our member towns who have an avid interest in local history and this
knowledge can be a useful combination with walking in offering guided history walks or interesting self-
guided leaflets or even audio and virtual tours, exploring your towns and villages, bringing the past alive
down back alleys. This type of activity is invaluable for visitors that might not want a 4 mile walk into
the countryside, particularly in those April showers, but would like to know more about your settlement,
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stay an hour longer and follow up with lunch or afternoon tea. This in the tourism industry is all about
adding value to the visitor experience and spend.

It was interesting to read in a recent newsletter from the British Association for Local History an article
entitled, ‘A short history of the status of footpaths in closed churchyards.” lan R Thornton LLB,
presented research collated in the preparation of a dissertation submitted to Cardiff University in
December 2014. This study looked at the status of pathways through churchyards and the various acts
and legislation that is reflected. So when you take that shortcut through the tranquillity of your local
ancient church grounds, appreciate this valuable asset.

Nicholas Rudd-Jones and David Stewart, the founders of Walkingworld, published a book in 2011
entitled ‘Pathways’. This publication ‘traces the history of Britain’s historic paths, from ancient
processional routes right up to ‘pedestrian zones’. The book is now out of print but is currently being
serialised on the Walkingworld website which you can view when signing up to their FREE monthly
newsletter. The first two chapters are ‘Promenades’ and ‘Pedestrian Zones'.

We are reminded that the ‘Blue Book’, produced in partnership with The Ramblers Association that we
referenced last month listed in the Open Spaces Society publications list, is used in England and Wales
by Rights of Way officers.

Deregulation Act

The Deregulation Act received royal assent on 26 March, 2015. A small but important part of the act
concerns Public Rights of Way, and will take effect once the regulations and guidance have been
completed, probably on 1 April 2016. The relevant sections are 20—26 and schedule 7.

On 1 January, 2026 the government intends to close the definitive maps to the claim of historic paths
which existed before 1949, with the aim of providing certainty to landowners about what highways exist
on their land. So the job of users is to ensure that all such routes which are useful or potentially useful
are claimed before that date. Since most surveying authorities have a huge and growing backlog of
claims, the aim of the Deregulation Act is to speed up the processing and determination of path claims.
It is the result of many years’ work by the rights of way stakeholder working group, consisting of
balanced representation from landowners, local authorities and users.

Once the act takes effect, when an application for a route is submitted to the authority, it must be given
a preliminary assessment to ensure it reaches a basic standard. Then the authority rather than the
claimant contacts the landowner, with an offer to consider a small diversion if that will make the claim
palatable to the landowner and avoid time-consuming and costly objections. If the authority does not
act within a certain period, the claimant can seek a court order directing it to act. There are many other
provisions which will expedite the process.

Our patron, Kate Ashbrook, is a member of the stakeholder working group which will now assist in
drafting regulations and guidance.

)
’-‘ —l J Kirkby Stephen have been busy installing six new
‘J‘M Geocache sites along their Poetry Path with the help of local
resident “MacGrumpy”. This is a relatively simple exercise,
first requiring permission from the landowner, but can be a
valuable free family activity with very little cost outlay for

your group. The Geocaching sensation is now 15 years old and continues to grow in popularity.

In the January 2015 newsletter we mentioned Horncastle’s idea for Walkers are Welcome trackables.
The national committee have been looking at this and find that the coins usually made in America can
be very costly. We have therefore looked to commission acrylic shapes that may be etched with our
logo and a trackable number for a fraction of the cost. We need to know from you how much interest
there would be in these before ordering. These shapes would work out less than £2 apiece. Additionally
we could run a competition, for example: How many Walkers are Welcome towns a single disc visits or
perhaps get a shape to our furthest member town in Unst for a prize.

Please make sure you tell us of your interest for this to go ahead.
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Member News Update

Bingley had their launch event on Saturday 11" April with an estimated 400
people attending the occasion plus some organised walks. The national
committee have been particularly impressed with the amount of publicity that
this new steering group have generated. We wish them every success.

Meltham Walkers are Welcome carried out the first of their path clearing works for 2015 at Colders
Lane, Meltham. The group identifies local paths in Meltham that require clipping, pruning or tidying
then allocate a day to carry out this work. Keeping paths clean and tidy is such an easy way to make
a difference. A lovely action photograph is on our website news.

Melbourne, Derbyshire have just launched a new leaflet and we have added this news to our facebook
page and twitter messages with a photograph of the leaflet.

Several of our member groups will be involved with the “Walk the Pennine Way in a day” on Saturday
25" April. There are 50 circular walks to celebrate the 50 years of the Pennine Way. If you are in the
north of England, why not join one of the walks to mark this great occasion.

Corwen have produced a new colourful town map featuring the Waw logo and showing everything on
offer in the town to enjoy.

The red telephone Box information point in Talgarth complete with a Walkers are Welcome sticker had
several appearances on BBC's Secret Britain series 2 episode 1 available on i-player.

Brampton have a new self-guided Family Town Trail which is downloadable from the Brampton
Walkers are Welcome website.

Phil Mundell, Chepstow Walkers are Welcome went for a walk on ITV Cymru Coast and Country, series
3 episode 6, watch it on catch-up

Loftus are our newest accredited members. They are located in the Borough of Redcar & Cleveland,
between the North York Moors and the North Sea. Lovely spot for a visit.

To everyone who sent in their walking festival to Country Walking, a number were featured in their April
edition and all are loaded onto their website. All Walkers are Welcome Walking Festivals and events that
are sent in are featured on our website events section.

Don't forget to keep sending in your news by e-mail, twitter or facebook for additional publicity and to share
with all the membership. We are sure you are all proud of your activities and continue to inspire.

Vote with your Feet

You are unlikely to have escaped the news that elections are being held on Thursday 7t May for M.P.s
and Councillors. Open Spaces Society — Manifesto for the Westminster General Election, The BMC —
Let's Make this the Outdoor Election and The Ramblers Association — Vote for a Walking Britain, in
common with many organisations are urging contact with your prospective M.P.s; they are all, as we
would expect, asking for support for walking and our countryside. An example letter, courtesy of Hilary
Philips of Chepstow, has been loaded on to the website for those that would like to write to their
prospective M.P.s.

We would like to ask you to ensure, at any and every opportunity, that candidates are fully aware of
what a Walkers are Welcome town is and what it means to the community. If you have the fortuitous
occasion to go further, please can we have more funding for Public Rights of Way, National Parks and
open spaces generally in recognition of the health and economic benefits brought to the U.K through
walking and walking tourism.

For anyone wishing to write to their prospective M.P.s, we have loaded a draft letter on the website that
you are at liberty to amend to meet your local vision. Thanks are extended to Chepstow for the
inspiration.
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Password

Our lives seem to revolve around passwords these days with Password Management Systems and little
books playing their parts as we get older and our most memorable place is suddenly forgotten. Every
now and again we get an e-mail from a member asking for the password because they have misplaced
or forgotten it. Please do not hesitate to ask again if you need it. We would rather keep repeating this
information to ensure that all members have continual access to the membership area. Perhaps a
suggestion might be to write the current Walkers are Welcome membership password in your
Handbook.

Don’t forget to send in your comments on the Geocache trackables.

secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk

p.S. The provisional programme entitled ‘Attracting walkers through partnership working’, has been
added to the website for the 2015 Get-Together to be held on 24" and 25" October and hosted by
Sidmouth Walkers are Welcome. Watch out for additional information.
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