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As this newsletter is being written our “Indian Summer” is a little intermittent and there is a distinctly autumn 
feel in the air, we can at least look forward to all those beautiful tree colours. It has been a very busy summer 
for so many Walkers are Welcome towns. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Japanese Visitors 
Back in May 2013, Sheila Talbot (Chair of Winchcombe WaW), was invited to speak at several footpath 
seminars in Japan about the benefits walking trails can bring to rural communities.  Following this, in 2014 
several Japanese researchers visited Winchcombe to find out more about our rights of way network, how 
volunteers get involved and how walkers can boost the rural economy.  This led to a Friendship Agreement 
being signed in Winchcombe between WaW and the Japanese Footpath Society in February 2015. 

Since then a steady stream of Japanese Researchers have visited Britain.  In August Professors Gaku 
Mitsumata and Haruo Saito carried out surveys on Cleeve Common, Gloucestershire and in Epping Forest, 
interviewing over 400 people to find out why they chose to visit the sites and what activities they enjoyed. 
Winchcombe WaW helped with the survey on Cleeve Common and they look forward to seeing the results 
soon. 

As one group of Japanese researchers left, another group arrived. Four Professors: Keiji Maegawa, Tatsuya 
Suzuki, Yuko Shioji and Yukari Kubo, spent 10 days touring the country visiting different WaW towns.  Sheila 
organised their trip which started in Winchcombe, then went to Dursley and Ross-on-Wye, before venturing 
over the border to Chepstow in Wales.  From there they went north to Hebden Bridge where it all started and 
then to Todmorden, one of our newest provisional members.  The visit has resulted in positive press coverage 
about WaW, both here and in Japan, which can only be a good thing.  

Many thanks to the WaW towns involved, they went out of their way to help the visitors with their research and 
made them extremely welcome. We have no doubt that WaW will be asked to host more visits in the future 
and we are keen to send them to other successful WaW towns, so if you are interested in hosting a visit, let 
us know and we will keep you in mind.  It's hard work but great fun and can gain your town a lot of good 
publicity. 

http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk


 
Annual General Meeting 8th November 2015 
We are delighted that full programme details and booking form for the Walkers are Welcome‘s first Annual 
General Meeting are now available either from the Chairman’s letter or on the website.  We have made it a 
relaxed day with lots of opportunities for networking, picking up tips, ideas and innovation or asking questions 
and seeking information from mentors and the national committee.  We won’t even mind if you want to come 
late to fit in with your journey arrangements although you may wish to stay overnight in this lovely area and 
spend the whole day with us.  Don’t forget to book lunch at the subsidised cost of £5 payable on the day but 
note that if you don’t turn up at the last minute, we will have to charge you. 

This is also the time when the national committee which now comprises directors and co-opted additional 
members, will be re-elected (or not).  We invite new nominations to spread the load and bring fresh ideas, see 
the booking form to add your nomination. 

We are all really looking forward to seeing you in November. 

  

South West Promotion 

Our Chairman, Sam Phillips has been on the road. 
 ‘“Where in the world is Wiveliscombe?”  
The people of this lovely little town use this as a means of grabbing the 
attention of potential visitors. It's a member of the WaW family (number 
31 actually) and home to South West region mentor, Ann Scotter.’ 

‘When I became Chairman of the national committee I wanted to visit 
some of our towns.  Ann had an idea for getting the Devon and Somerset towns working together so it seemed 
like a good idea to accompany her on a tour of three towns near Wiveliscombe. We visited Lynton and 
Lynmouth, Porlock and Dunster where we met local organisers and discussed Ann's suggestions and we 
had fun doing "spot the WaW window stickers" in each town. The results were pretty good.’ 

Ann Scotter told us “My Idea arose on the way home from the 2014 Get Together at Chepstow.” “I was 
wondering how the accredited Walkers are Welcome towns could help one another.  We are all so 
different.  Some are tourist seaside towns, some are rural villages and others are in National Parks and all 
vary in size from hamlets to fairly big towns.” 

“As mentor for the south west, I thought it would be great if all towns in the area had a large laminated map of 
the SW with the WAW towns identified on it together with a ‘Visit ??’ leaflet giving the facilities including walking, 
of the town.  The WAW and Business Group, have produced such a leaflet for Wiveliscombe.”  

“Robert Talbot, Webmaster, produced such a map for me in February 2015.  Three towns have become 
accredited since then and one removed but it is quite possible to neatly make alterations as required.  The 
picture above shows the map.  The large map and the leaflets could then be displayed in the tourist office and 
perhaps a smaller version, maybe A4 could be displayed in cafes and pubs etc.” 

We are sure that South West towns will join together to promote this new project and of course, this idea would 
transfer to parts of the UK where there is a group of WaW towns. 

 

Northern Get-together Feedback 
We asked for feedback from the northern get-together in Kirkby Stephen.  Overwhelmingly the member towns 
thought that regional events were a great idea to meet other towns, exchange ideas and feel part of the WaW 
family.  The main benefit from the day was networking and going away feeling enthused, they also enjoyed 
seeing a new area and their facilities.  Members are prepared to travel equally 30-50 or 50-100 miles for a day 
event sometimes preferring to use public transport.  All quite similar to the benefits from the national get-
togethers which are so rewarding although these tend to have far more content and stimulation. 

If you would like to host a day event for member towns, let us know, this need not be expensive or have a 
complicated agenda but plenty of time for networking and members are generally prepared to pay for a simple 
lunch.  

 

http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/membership/2015-get-together/


Membership News 
Chepstow are organising a ‘Memory Walk’ on behalf of the Alzheimer’s Society at Cadicot Castle on                         
17th October.  All the proceeds will be going to this charity. Chepstow thought it would be an opportunity to 
spread the word and maybe promote their Fit4Life weekly walks which seem to be becoming more and more 
popular.  The dedicated website is very good and anyone thinking of organizing one themselves will have a lot 
of help.  Does your town have walking for health of prescription walks, see the factsheet? 

Loftus official launch took place at the Handale Abbey Walled Garden on 1st July.  
One of the delights on the edge of Loftus, this restored site dates from medieval 
times with the remains of a Cistercian Nunnery, founded in 1133.  Here’s a little 
more information about the garden to enjoy with Gareth Jenkins on youtube. 

 

In Dursley they launched their ‘Lantern Way’ on 22nd August.  This walk takes inspiration from the diary of 
Rev. Kilvert of 1873 explaining a local tradition in the town for residents on their way to winter evening services. 
‘My Mother says that at Dursley, when ladies and gentlemen went out together on dark nights, the gentlemen 
pulled out the tails of their shirts and walked before to show the way.  These were called Dursley lanterns.’ 
Dursley’s Lantern Way walk can now be downloaded. 

Llandovery have provided us with a copy of their new publication ‘Great Walks Around 
Llandovery’.  This booklet beautifully produces, with colour photographs and maps, six 
walks in the area in both English and Welsh languages.   
 
As part of Baildon’s Annual Walking Weekend of 11 walks, there was a more unusual 
“Urban Explorer” walk which took participants into the centre of Bradford on previously    
unexplored “green corridors”. 

 
One of Kirkby Stephen’s walks this summer was a Bumblebee Search with Mandy Oliver, North Pennines AONB 
Parnership's Nectarworks Community Officer and Cumbria Wildlife Trust.  Did you know that there are 25 
different types of bumblebees all needing our help.  Learn a little about these “stripy friends” and Mandy’s work 
on the North Pennines AONB website page. 
 

Our Patron, Kate Ashbrook writes ‘Last Saturday I had the delightful double duty of 
launching Gillingham as a Walkers Are Welcome Town—the first in Dorset—and 
opening its week-long walking festival.’ 

‘There were two walks on this first day of the festival, one of 20 miles, to Wincanton, 
the other, which I joined, of about five miles to Wyndham’s Oak at Silton.  The route 
was marked with blue waymarks.  Part of it is on the Stour Valley Way.  There was 

rather more road-walking than is desirable and some bad stiles, but the WAW team is determined to get all these 
things sorted.’  See Kate’s blog. 
 
 
And more news from our Chairman, Sam Phillips. ‘”Last weekend I attended Cheddar's WaW Launch event 
where the speakers included the Chairman of the local council, the MP, a BBC radio presenter, representatives 
from several tourist organisations and magazines, and yours truly.”  After congratulatory and amusing 
speeches, Emma Britten, from BBC Somerset cut the "Ribbon" to the footpath which provided an excellent 
photo opportunity and this lovely event and bodes well for Cheddar's involvement in WaW.  “My wife, Thelma, 
and I departed with a bottle of local Cheddar Ales beer, a bottle of spring water and, of course, some Cheddar 
Cheese.” 

Ann Scotter has added  ‘the Cheddar steering group are looking forward to a short break as they have been working 
very hard but I, as Mentor, agreed to contact them in the New Year with a view to us working together possibly with 
nearby Keynsham.’ 

‘Then, it was back to Wiveliscombe with Ann Scotter, (by now, I knew where it is) for the ’10 Parishes Art 
Festival and the carnival. Ann Scotter had arranged for the WaW wall hanging to be delivered and it was on 
display in the Visitor Centre. It looked fantastic and created a lot of interest. We spent most of Saturday and 
Sunday telling people about the wall hanging and WaW.  The mayor of Taunton came along with her Consort 
and we all had photos taken.’  

https://www.memorywalk.org.uk/
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Fact-sheet-Prescription-walks.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OH-q_X5YEg
http://btckstorage.blob.core.windows.net/site9587/merged%20lantern%20way.pdf
http://www.northpennines.org.uk/Pages/NewsUpdatesItem.aspx?NewsUpdatesID=174
https://campaignerkate.wordpress.com/2015/09/08/go-for-it-gillingham/


Ann has added ‘The wall hanging has been admired by artists and embroiderers as well as walkers who had 
visited many of the towns and we all really appreciate Chepstow’s idea of creating  the wall hanging and 
thank them for lending it to us for the Festival.  It proved a great way of promoting WAW and our individual 
towns.’  You can still add your town’s square to the hanging see instructions on the website.  

Then, it was up to a radio interview with local radio station "10 radio fm" 
where the interviewer was brilliant at making us relaxed and we were told 
that the interview went well. All in all, two very busy weekends, and, in 
terms of meeting people and putting my face to a name, a very 
successful one. 

 "Where in the world is Wiveliscombe?" It's about 10 miles west of Taunton, just off the M5. Go and visit, you 
won't be disappointed. 

 

There are still lots more Walkers are Welcome towns Walking Festivals on the website events why not see if 
there is anything that might interest you, go somewhere different and support another WaW town. 

 

Enjoy the last summer warmth. Don’t forget your AGM booking. 

 secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk 
 

http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/membership/2015-get-together/
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/events/
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