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Congratulations Kate 

Our Patron, Kate Ashbrook, has won The Great Outdoors magazine’s Outdoor Personality of the Year award 

presented on Wednesday 18 November at The Brewhouse in Kendal, Cumbria.  Kate was nominated as ‘a 

knowledgeable and fearless campaigner for our rights in the great outdoors’.   

Kate has been general secretary of the Open Spaces Society, Britain’s oldest national conservation body, for 

31 years.  She is also president of the Ramblers (and footpath secretary of its Buckinghamshire, Milton Keynes 

and West Middlesex Area), a trustee of the Campaign for National Parks and the Dartmoor Preservation 

Association. 

Well-deserved Kate who certainly continues to inspire us. 

 

Campaigning  

We are seeing a new era of protest and campaigning for and against, for example, government cuts, health 

issues, fracking, solar farms, wind farms, nuclear power and weapons, new housing, saving bees and 

commons enclosures to name but a few; it is good that we can all participate and try to influence.  Walkers are 

Welcome CIC are not able to support individual town’s campaigns particularly when it is controversial or where 

http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk


our members may have different opinions. We will however, always support matters that affect 

us all like maintenance of PROW’s and the national committee have been discussing ways that 

we might be able to help as an organisation.   Here are a couple of WaW towns current 

campaigns without endorsement. 

Whitchurch Shropshire Solar Farm planning application 15/0309/FUL. 

Marsden Beautiful Butterley 

Tregaron are saving the remotest phone box 

 

 

Bags for Life 

Now that the 5p charge for single use plastic bags has been introduced in England, English members may be 

interested in using this opportunity to produce bags for life.  These can advertise your WaW town or to raise 

funds for footpaths. 

At the 2014 Get-Together in Chepstow we were all treated to a free Chepstow WaW bag.  These were ordered 

from Bright Ideas Promotional Products where you will find all manner of inspiration.  

Have you wondered where all those 5p’s collected will go.  The government expects retailers to donate the 

proceeds of the scheme to good causes, but it is for them to choose what to do, and which causes to support. 

Retailers will need to report what they do with the money raised from the charge which will be published each 

year.  Tesco Local Community Scheme recently invited applications for a groundworks grant scheme which 

will have two rounds per year.  Have a look what your local supermarket is supporting as there may well be 

opportunities for your projects. 

 

Funding 

This month’s main funding news is that the latest rounds of European LEADER funding is being announced.  

Whilst you may not wish to apply for this funding yourselves, you may have organisations in your area that you 

can work with on joint initiatives. 

Unfortunately, news is filtering through that the government may be intending to divert £320 million Big Lottery 

Funding to compensate arts and sports for government cuts.  90% of BLF grants are for less than £10,000. 

This is a vital source of funding for small organisations and finances so many community projects that make a 

real difference.  

Have you considered crowd funding?  If you have a favourite footpath or popular facility that is in need of 

funding this is an excellent idea.  Let us know if you need advice and a fact sheet will follow. 

  

Response for Nature report  

These reports published by several nature conservation organisations, include a proposal for 1% of the public 

health budget in England to help people access green spaces as well as tackle obesity and poor mental health. 

The proposal includes a commitment to improve public health locally, by increasing the extent, quality and 

accessibility of natural green and blue spaces in all rural and urban settlements. It is proposed that the next 

phase of this project will be working with businesses to develop a Business Response for Nature.  In any event 

we all know the value of walking and enjoying outside spaces to the public’s health but the evidence contained 

in these reports may be useful information for your own future projects. 

You may consider looking at your activities from a health perspective.  Many WaW towns run weekly or monthly 

health walks for local residents and the different benefits including mental health and social inclusion are often 

overlooked.  Some towns have also managed to work with local health centres and promote prescription walks, 

see our fact sheet.  

Movember Foundation are offering substantial funding for ideas to improve men’s health.  This is certainly 

another angle to tackle health issues and there will be health funding out there for this type of approach. 

On the subject of outside spaces.  Don’t forget to influence your local Neighbourhood Development Plan with 

the provision of outside spaces in all new developments and protection of existing spaces, parks, commons, 

playing fields and Public Rights of Way. You might also wish to consider other tourism facilities e.g do you 

need a campsite or new hotel to increase your towns accommodation capacity, public toilets, visitor centre or 

other facilities to promote your towns tourism. This is your opportunity to make a wish list with local support to 

at least discuss the prospects.  

http://new.shropshire.gov.uk/planning/
https://www.crowdjustice.co.uk/case/beautiful-butterley/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-mid-wales-34961790
http://brightideaspromotional.co.uk/category/bags
http://www.groundwork.org.uk/sites/tescocommunityscheme
http://www.rspb.org.uk/forprofessionals/policy/responsefornature/
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Fact-sheet-Prescription-walks.pdf
http://www.varotherham.org.uk/news/movember-foundation-offers-funding-ideas-improve-mens-health/


 

 

Calendars 

With your purchase of an annual calendar you can support your favourite charity or good cause or help your 

environment.  Here’s a few examples: Cumbria Wildlife Trust,   The Wainwright Society, Edale Mountain 

Rescue, Friends of the Lake District. 

Another idea is to work in partnership with other organisations that already produce a calendar and provide 

photographs taken in your area to promote your countryside or maybe a footpath in glossy colour at no charge 

e.g.  Yorkshire Dales, The Chilterns AONB,   Many organisations offer photographic competitions with a small 

prize for the winning entries.  Photographs are also the best way to promote your area when used on facebook, 

twitter or Pinit, so keep your camera handy on a walk. Your town generally, local newspaper, Tourist 

Information Centre may all produce annual calendars. 

Some WaW towns may wish to produce their own calendar. You could consider sponsorship and advertising 

to maximise profits and create additional partnerships. Kington have produced their own calendar. 

 

Member news  

It is always good to hear your news, remember if you want to promote anything we also have twitter and 

facebook facilities, events and news sections on the website. 

This is a splendid wall at Prestatyn.         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turkey Soup 

Once you have finished the turkey soup and boxes of chocolates, give some thought to how quickly you can 

complete and send us your Annual Return for 2015 due in January.  Please fill in as many details as possible 

as evidence that you have met the criteria for the last year and so renew your WaW accreditation for 2016.   

Subscriptions are also due in January. 

 

 

Seasonal Greetings 

May we take this opportunity to wish all our members a very Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year. 

 

 Sam Phillips  Ann Sandell  Geoff Kitt  Kate Ashbrook 

 Ruth Coulthard  Barry McCallum  Chris Prescott  Shelia Talbot 

 Helen Kenneally Rob Talbot  Helen Pitman 

 

 

secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk 

  

 

 

http://www.cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk/shop/product/2016-calendar
http://wainwright.org.uk/calendar/index.html
https://www.thebmc.co.uk/naked-charity-calendar-to-support-edale-mountain-rescue
https://www.thebmc.co.uk/naked-charity-calendar-to-support-edale-mountain-rescue
http://www.friendsofthelakedistrict.org.uk/pages/shop/department/calendars-and-cards
http://retail.yorkshiredales.org.uk/products/yorkshire-dales-calendar-2016-david-tarn
http://www.chilternsaonb.org/Products/59/20/2016-Chilterns-Calendar.html
http://www.kingtonwalks.org/kington-walks-2015-calendar

