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Our time has come ……. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Whitchurch AGM 

Thank you to everyone who braved the weekend weather and joined us in Whitchurch, Shropshire for the 
hastily arranged AGM.  We must also extend our thanks to Whitchurch WaW and the Archibald Worthington 
Club where there was certainly a warm welcome.  Here are some of the highlights to share:- 
 
Ramblers Holidays Charitable Trust 

We were delighted to welcome Barry Southwell particularly as he had a couple of financial offers for us. 

Barry explained that Ramblers’ Worldwide Holidays profits are channelled into the Trust for a variety of 
outdoor, walking-related or environmental conservation projects in the UK.  The Trust are offering WaW 
towns the opportunity to apply for project funding.  Initial information is available on their website page  
Contact us for further information and an application form. 
 
Ramblers Holidays Charitable Trust recently funded the Ramblers’ Big Pathwatch project.   
Our Patron, Kate Ashbrook, tells us that the Ramblers are keen that Walkers Are Welcome Towns get 
involved in the Big Pathwatch.  (You don’t have to be members of the Ramblers.)  You can sign up for a grid 
square, or many, and walk every path shown, reporting what you find through the website.  You need to do 
this before 1 January 2016.  It will help the Ramblers to establish the state of the path network throughout 
England and Wales and give them vital information for future campaigns to get the paths open, so your help 
would be greatly appreciated.   
 
The second offer is the Ramblers’ Worldwide Holidays - The Walking Partnership.  To become involved in 
this scheme your group would need to sign up to The Walking Partnership by filling in an application form. 
For every holiday booked by members of your group with Ramblers’ Worldwide Holidays, your group will 
receive a donation from £10 to £30.  
 
New Fact sheets 

Two new ideas for factsheets. 

As part of offering a quality walk or walking festival and to safeguard walkers, it is important that guided walk 
leaders and stewards hold an up to date first aid certificate at least basic level covering injuries and heart 

http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk
https://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/ramblers-holidays-charitable-trust
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/join-the-big-pathwatch.aspx
https://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership
https://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/uploadDocuments/WP_ApplicationForm.pdf


start.  This need not cost a fortune and there are lots of organisations out there that will give free training and 
certification.  We will prepare a factsheet.  In the meantime why not let us know which organisation in your 
area provides free courses. 

The second suggestion is for a factsheet on measuring the success of your tourism offer and your town’s 
community benefits arising from your actions.  You can set up complex measuring systems or collect 
anecdotal evidence.  It is always good to assess your success and can also be useful when asking for 
donations, grants or giving project feedback to funders or partners.  We will gather some ideas that you 
might like to develop. 

 

Mentor Network 

National committee member Sheila Talbot, appointed ‘Mentor to the Mentors’, outlined some of the progress 
being made with our mentor network.  Some new mentors have volunteered and they are all having regular 
telephone meetings to ensure that the advice being given is consistent and “all singing from the same hymn 
book”. 

As part of a conscious action to promote closer contact between the national organisation and member 
towns, the mentors will endeavour to build a personal relationship with their area.  We have a rough map of 
mentor districts although this is still being developed with the new mentors and a couple of poorly covered 
areas.  If you are not aware of your area mentor, just ask.  You may contact your mentor or the national 
committee at any time with queries, for advice, suggestions or even just to say hello, we love receiving your 
news. If you would like to consider either helping with mentoring or being a mentor, we shall be delighted to 
hear from you. 
 

The Long Distance Walkers’ Association 

We are very fortunate to have John Sparshatt of The Long Distance Walkers’ Association as part of the 
Otley WaW group.  Otley are currently working on a 28 mile long distance trail in Yorkshire called 
appropriately, the Welcome Way, this will link Otley with WaW towns Burley-in-Wharfdale and Baildon.  This 
will also go close to Ilkley and Bingley who are also members.  This is a fantastic idea which has also been 
introduced to other towns and a perfect example of working together for mutual benefit.  We have a factsheet 
entitled Making Long Distance Trails to download. 
 
The Long Distance Walkers Association website holds information on over 1,400 long distance trails (over 
about 15 miles).  Details of a trail that your town has built or one that runs near you can be entered on the 
website and will also receive free publicity in their member’s magazine, ‘Strider’.   You may also join as a 
member for additional benefits at just £13 per year. 
 

Walking Festival advertising 

Many towns hold Walking Festivals and there was a question about where members advertise their events.  
Here are some suggestions:- 

WaW website, e-mail your event details to Rob Talbot  
The Long Distance Walkers’ Association event section 
Your own website using twitter to direct traffic 
Local media including radio and regional television 
Local, district, country and area tourism bodies, TIC’s etc. 
Country Walking Magazine through our yearly listing 
Local posters and banners 
Other walk magazines editorial and advertisements 
Specialist organisations like British Food Fortnight 
To previous year’s participants with a mailing list 
 
Raising our profile 

As part of the national organisations actions on raising the profile of the organisation, national committee 
member, Chris Prescott told us about his attendance at Sheffield’s - The Outdoor City conference attended 
by outdoor industry representatives. 

http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Fact-Sheet-6-Making-Long-Distance-Trails.pdf
https://www.ldwa.org.uk/
mailto:webmaster@walkersarewelcome.org.uk
https://www.ldwa.org.uk/challenge_events/register_event.php
http://www.theoutdoorcity.co.uk/


David Rutley MP, Joint Chairman of the All Party Mountaineering Group arranged a debate in Westminster 
Hall to consider the ‘Economic Value of Outdoor Recreation’  Several of us contacted our M.P.s and gave 
additional information to the M.P. who has been a good supporter of WaW over the years.  There really was 
no debate as those present were in full agreement of the economic benefits to which the minister, Under-
secretary for Culture Media and Sport, Tracey Crouch, agreed.  WaW towns in Bollington, Disley and 
Cheddar had a mention plus Burnham-on-Sea who are working towards accreditation. 

Chris urges all towns to keep their M.P.s informed of their work and involved wherever possible. 
 
 

 

Japan 

Sheila Talbot wearing her Overseas Ambassador hat, told us about the various progressions with the 
Friendship Agreement with Japan. You may already know that this summer a party of Japanese visited WaW  
towns Winchcombe, Dursley, Ross-on-Wye, Chepstow and Hebden Bridge plus Provisional Member 
Todmorden. This is all part of showing the vast array of WaW towns to visit in lovely countryside away from 
the usual Japanese visitor hot spots.  We are hopeful of further visits and sharing other towns.  Sheila is off 
to Japan again in a couple of weeks to speak at two seminars, where WaW will once more be on the 
agenda. 

In the past there have been various exchanges with Ireland, France and Spain who all liked the WaW  
concept but these did not progress.  We are hopeful that there will be more in the future. 
 
The Future 

Our Chairman, Sam Phillips, informed us of some of the work that the national committee have been doing in 
the last year which included the progression to a Community Interest Company which is a not-for-profit 
registered company and will go a long way to being recognised as a serious professional organisation.  The 
Articles and Memorandum plus policies are loaded on the website together with the new Business Plan 
2015-18.  The national committee are now working through a long Action Plan for the year 2015-16.  Don’t 
forget that if you ever feel there is something that should be being tackled or feel the urge to join the national 
committee to help share the load, please contact us. 

As Sam became Chairman he said that he wanted to visit as many WaW towns as possible. Recently Sam 
and his wife, Thelma, visited Cardigan in west Wales (where Thelma was born) and whilst there called in on 
Cilgerran and St Dogmaels. Both towns are very active with their WaW accreditation in very different ways.  

Sue Brown in Cilgerran described the work being done on maintaining and developing their paths network. 
With very few accommodation providers their emphasis is on the local population.  Cilgerran provided a 
square for the national wall hanging and have come up with a really innovative idea based on their square.  It 
has been photographed and made into a really fine greetings card that is on sale locally.  Naturally, Sam and 
Thelma bought one. 

St Dogmaels was next on Sam and Thelma’s itinerary. Visiting Gill and Tosh's house in St Dogmaels where 
the hospitality and the Barra Brith were exceptional.  They also met a room full of people and one of the 
points discussed was “What’s in it for us?” Sam admits that there is no personal financial reward but you get 
such a buzz and satisfaction from a job well done in seeing your town gain economic and other benefits from 
working within the WaW criteria.  St Dogmaels has a number of great examples of this.  All the B & B’s are 
busy, a new one has opened and another is due to open soon. The pubs were struggling but now are 
vibrant. One of the excellent outcomes of the visit was a decision for Cilgerran and St Dogmaels to work 

together on a (so far unspecified) joint project. The visitors had such a good time that 
they plan to return for the St Dogmaels’ AGM in December (food is involved). Great 
things come from simple beginnings. 

The wall hanging was on display at Whitchurch. Additional squares continue to be 
received.  Here’s a recent example from Cromer which is such a delight. 

 

 

http://parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/8946e590-64ff-4f05-b8a1-9453cd33e272
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/membership/exec-committee/exec-reports/
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/WaW-business-plan-2015-2018-final.pdf
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/WaW-business-plan-2015-2018-final.pdf


2016 Get-Together  

And now for something completely different.  We are going to Lincolnshire next October but not to one 
member town but three and in case you are worried, there will be FREE transport between towns.  Helen 
Pitman from Caistor, Gary Beighton from Market Rasen and Bob Wayne from Horncastle gave a wonderful 
presentation of their towns and what we have in store for next October. 

The Saturday will be a ‘Bring your Boots Day’ with walks around the area including on the Viking Way and 
you will be pleased to know that we saw photographic proof that Lincolnshire is not flat.  There will be tea at 
Market Rasen and an evening at Caistor.  The Sunday will be a more traditional conference style event with 
a few surprises at Horncastle.  Further details to follow.  Save the date 15 and 16 October 2016. 

In March there will be a regional Get-Together at Dursley.  Full programme and booking information are 
being prepared. 

 

Our time has come   
Our Patron, Kate Ashbrook gave us an inspiring presentation about our future which is being loaded onto the 
website for everyone to read.  For Kate’s take on the day visit her Campaigner Kate blog. 

 

Apologies for the length of this newsletter but we thought it was important to share some of the AGM news.  
Back to normal next month. 

 
secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk 
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