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Hay meadows and wild flowers 
One of the most beautiful experiences of walking in the spring and summer in the UK are the wild flowers.  
Many landowners are now returning fields to old style hay meadows.  This is low intensity farming which uses 
less fertiliser and grazing and are cut from late in July to allow flowers to throw their seed.  Obviously it takes 
a little more than that and quite a few years from rye grass to flower and herb rich hay meadow but stewardship 
schemes can be used by landowners to help.  These valuable habitats are equally cherished by wildlife.  Many 
areas are now promoting hay meadows as a tourist attraction in their own right with summer activities like 
painting, visiting for the wild flowers, picnics as well as walks. If you are lucky enough to live by the sea, you 
may also value cliff top meadows of chalk soils. ……..Yellow Rattle, Great Burnet, Marsh Orchids…….. 

 

Open Access Green Space 
Our patron, Kate Ashbrook, is also general secretary of the Open Spaces Society, and she expresses some 
concerns about the new government. 

When David Cameron announced on 8 May that he was forming a government he boasted of his achievements 
over the last five years and what he would do in the next five.  Not surprisingly there was no mention of the 
environment.   

The government has schmoozed with its cronies, the developers.  By the Growth and Infrastructure Act 2013 
it outlawed registration of land as a green where it was threatened with development, and has put green spaces 
under greater threat in England.  Ministers offered ‘local green space’ in mitigation without explaining how such 
spaces can be achieved.  In a move to crush free speech, the government legislated to make it more difficult 
for charities to lobby parliament and to challenge decisions by judicial review.’ 

http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk


The Conservatives give environmental undertakings in their 2015 manifesto.  They promise to ‘put in place 
stronger protections for our natural landscapes … launch a programme of pocket parks …ensure that our 
public forests and woodland are kept in trust for the nation’ and provide ‘free, comprehensive maps of all open-
access green space’. 

That may sound good but it relies on public funding which is shrinking fast.  The continuing swingeing cuts to 
local authorities’ and national park authorities’ budgets mean that our fragile and vital landscapes, open spaces 
and public paths will suffer as never before. 

We condemn the practice of highway authorities in farming out their work to profit-chasing contractors for 
whom our public paths are small beer and of councils who are looking to commercialise open spaces—
Clapham, Ealing and Chobham Commons for example.  Public funding of our spaces and paths should be 
boosted, as an investment in our health and well-being. 

For the last 150 years the Open Spaces Society has fought for the public’s rights against private interests.  Our 
appetite for the continued fight is unabated. 

 

So much more than a view 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) and National Parks are the most beautiful and cherished 
landscapes in England. They are rightly regarded as a treasured natural resource and are internationally 
recognised for their special qualities.  National Parks England and the National Association of AONB’s have 
produced a new report ‘So much more than the view’, England’s Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
National Parks.  Download a copy here 

 

VisitEngland 

VisitEngland have introduced a new ‘digital platform’ designed to bring the latest information on issues affecting 
tourism and businesses.  This has been developed to provide easily accessible information, business support, 
examples of best practice, case studies and practical online tools as well as statistical and market insights. 
Even if this is not of interest to your group, it may well be to local attractions, accommodation providers and 
other business partners.  Reading the CEO, James Beresford’s blog told us that VisitEngland are having a 
northern promotion campaign, we have asked for further information. 

VisitScotland have a similar Scottish business in tourism facing website.  

 

Top Tourists 
David Murray at Top Tourist, a global social tourism website has written to us asking if any towns would like 
to add their details to the website.  You can approach the way in which you wish to promote your place in 
various different styles as you will see by reading some of the business posts already published on the site. 

Have a look at the website and walking section.  

 

North Yorkshire Bus Subsidies 
Like many a county council or unitary authority, North Yorkshire are planning further reductions in expenditure 
for the coming year including proposed reductions to bus service subsidy to the tune of £1.5 million per year 
from April 2016.  This is particularly noticeable on some prime North Yorkshire routes that are popular with 
walkers but of course, many of these visitors would not usually have the opportunity to comment as they are 
not residents.  

A particularly worrying part of the proposals is to cut the amount given to transport operators for concessionary 
travel passes from a percentage payable to only £1 per journey.  This will be disastrous in reducing income 
for bus providers and lead to routes, particularly long distance, in becoming unsustainable and being dropped.  
This would also affect buses travelling to and from North Yorkshire as journey concessionary fares are split 
between authorities.  This will also set a precedent for Britain in cash strapped councils.  The government 
under-funds National Concessionary Bus Passes leaving county councils to pay the balance hence the 
economic pressure on these authorities to reduce the amount they give. 

Have your say for North Yorkshire at the online survey. 

http://www.nationalparksengland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/578667/So-much-more-pdf-with-web-navigation-bar.pdf
http://www.visitengland.com/biz/tourism-england
http://www.visitscotland.org/
http://www.toptourist.com/
https://consult.northyorks.gov.uk/snapwebhost/s.asp?k=143153410057


 

 

 

Scotland on the Move 

This is a joint manifesto published in June 2015 by seven active travel and sustainable transport organisations 
in Scotland: CTC Scotland, Cycling Scotland, Living Streets Scotland, Paths for All, Ramblers Scotland, 
Sustrans Scotland, and Transform Scotland.  It addresses actions needed to get more people walking and 
cycling.  As part of this initiative Ramblers Scotland have been promoting Scottish WaW towns on twitter. 

Download a copy here: Scotland on the move — a joint manifesto for active travel. 

 

Environment Wales Funding - URGENT 

Environment Wales is encouraging community groups and voluntary organisations to apply for funding over 
the next six weeks in order to have time to spend the grant on their project. 

Environment Wales has confirmed that their funding programme will come to an end on 30 September 2015 
and that interested groups should apply no later than mid-July, preferably by early July 2015, in order to access 
the grants. 

 

Members Update 
It has been a relatively quiet month for news, no doubt you have all been out and about enjoying the weather 
and countryside. 

Jon Pearsall, leader of the Path-or-Nones, WaW accredited and  well known rights of way 
maintenance group in Martley, West Worcestershire, has placed a map and leaflet 
dispensers outside his home in the north of the parish.  Jon says the facility is being well 
used, showing that many walkers choose to start their walk away from the centre of the 
village.     

Martley also had a special walking promotion for the longest day working with partners Teme Valley Geological 
Society. The suggestion was to have a walk, drink good beer and learn about the area’s geology.  They even 
had a special beer brewed for the occasion.  See the Worcester News article. 
 
Corwen have produced new maps for their Walking Festival see their twitter promotion. Their Walking Festival 
is 5th and 6th September see website. 
 
A cuckoo accompanied Liskeard Walkers are Welcome on their guided walk around Marke Valley and Phoenix 
United mines as part of the 3rd annual Bodmin Moor Walking Festival.  The walkers enjoyed the stunning views 
of Bodmin Moor and Dartmoor, learned about the mines and listened to poetry. 
 
Congratulations to Cheddar, the latest town to receive Walkers are Welcome accreditation.  An excellent application 
from a dedicated team.  We look forward to hearing of their progress. 
 

Children’s Adventure 
As children break up for the school holidays, our thoughts turn to entertaining them without spending a fortune.  
Encourage them out to enjoy the countryside and make lists of free or cheap things to do in your area suitable 
for all ages.  You don’t need spectacular tourist attractions but simple ideas that you probably enjoyed as a 
child.  There is also a Children’s Walks fact sheet on the website. 
 
 

Thinking ahead……… 
If you feel you can find any spare time to be involved with the national committee and contributing to this 
wonderful organisation, we would love to hear from you. We need people that would like to act as mentors to 

http://transformscotland.org.uk/what-we-do/campaigns/scotland-on-the-move/
http://www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/13335311.Take_a_walk__have_a_drink_and_get_an_education_on_longest_day_of_the_year/
https://twitter.com/steve_layt/status/610461874963017728/photo/1
http://www.corwenwalkingfestival.co.uk/programme/all-walks/
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/membership/reports/


new towns, join sub-groups to look at new projects and ideas or join the national committee.  We will be 
delighted to explain in more detail if this is something you would like to consider. 
Don’t forget to book your FREE place at the Northern Get-Together in Kirkby Stephen on 10th August. Book 
by 31st July please, see the webpage for more information   
 
Keep an eye out for further information for the Sidmouth Get-Together on 24th and 25th October. 
 
Happy holidays 

secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk 
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