
WALKERS ARE WELCOME                                                        
TOWNS NETWORK 

                      Towns and villages with something special to offer walkers 

 
Dear Members, 

 

It has been another extremely busy year for the National Executive, with over one hundred accredited towns, 

the flow of e-mails and meetings is quite considerable. 

 

Apart from our regular meetings, monthly telephone conferences and two face to face meetings, various 

members of the committee have met with towns wishing to gain accreditation and within their own areas 

helping existing accredited towns. This is in addition to their “proper jobs”. 

 

Ann Sandell and I attended a debate hosted by Visit England in Liverpool discussing how to attract more 

tourists to rural areas of England which does seem a bit of a daunting task. Walkers are Welcome towns and 

villages are of course an excellent example of this success. 

 

Sheila Talbot attended various conferences on our behalf as did our Patron, Kate Ashbrook.  Ruth Coulthard 

has also been out and about in Wales attending various meetings. Chris Prescott ventured into Norfolk to visit 

towns working towards accreditation as a result of last year’s Get-together. 

 

One action that has proved to be time consuming has been in attaining charitable status for the organisation; 

we are very nearly there but there are still one or two hoops to jump through.   Our thanks go to Barry 

McCallum who has been tireless in his efforts to co-ordinate the Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

proposal over the last 12 months. 

 

Rob Talbot has been very busy as our website manager collating all the various reports, updating news and 

posting forthcoming events and walking festivals that are sent to him for all to log into. 

 

Your Annual Reports are, as ever, challenging for the members of the committee. Some are straight forward, 

while others require direction and dialogue with the towns. There are a few cases when the towns that do not 

submit either an Annual Report or pay their subscriptions turn out to be “one man bands” highlighting the 

necessity for member towns to create a strong committee to ensure continuity and succession. When a town 

does default we do withdraw their status as a Walkers are Welcome Town as we feel very passionately that 

the brand is a strong one and needs to be upheld in all towns. 

 

I hope as many of you as possible will attend the Annual Get-together in Chepstow.  Helen and Paul and their 

colleagues have done an enormous amount of work and arm twisting to put on an extensive programme for 

delegates with a variety of workshops and activities.  A separate notice has been sent round giving details of 

the event which will give delegates the opportunity to meet people from other towns from all over the United 

Kingdom and more importantly influence how Walkers are Welcome goes forward. 

 

I do have an apology, I was hoping to organise a raffle, however due to various hiccups this has been delayed 

but on a positive note, we do have a license under the lottery and gaming act. 

 

Finally, thank you all for your continued support and enthusiasm in making the Walkers are Welcome Towns 

Network an amazing organisation to be involved with. 

 

Nigel Botting 

Chairman of the National Executive  

Walkers are Welcome Towns Network UK 

September 2014 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


