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How wonderful it was to see so many of you at Swaffham 

for the annual conference.  Swaffham is such a pretty town 

with its central market place and historical buildings, if you 

couldn’t make it this time, why not visit?  

We also had the opportunity to learn all about wind 

turbines at the Ecotech Centre and how they are powering 

Swaffham.  This reminds us that with so many small towns 

throughout the country that have so much to offer, how 

important it is to promote your own towns and villages and 

together through the network.  Please send us all your 

news for the website or load on our facebook page or send 

a tweet, see the links from the website.  
Pictured: Swaffham Assembly Rooms 

 

The Swaffham Get-Together was such a fantastic place to network, exchanging ideas, sharing best 

practice or even problems.  Rose Wheeler of Mytholmroyd has already agreed to write a best practice 

document to share her experiences in promoting walking for children.  Mytholmroyd’s children’s pack 

‘Making Tracks’ is superb. If you feel that your town has some best practice to shout about, we would love 

to hear from you as we build more resources to share. 

 

In case you were disappointed that the Staycation workshop had to be cancelled at short notice, here’s 

some statistics that might interest you.  You can sign up to Visit England what’s new research alerts. 

 

The Get-Together gave us the ideal opportunity to gather information for the members’ vision and the 

network’s future to reinforce the national executive’s plans.  After much deliberation, the WaW vision has 

been agreed: 

 

‘To enable and assist the development and maintenance of a network of communities across the UK who 

have demonstrated their commitment to improving the walking environment in their areas, thereby 

contributing to their communities’ economic, physical and mental well-being.’ 

 

http://iceni.weebly.com/walkers-are-welcome.html
http://www.earthcentrenetwork.org.uk/members/UKECN/member057.html
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/
http://www.mytholmroydwalkers.org/
http://www.visitengland.org/Images/Staycation%20Oct%202013%20Debrief_FINAL_tcm30-39132.pdf
http://www.visitengland.org/insight-statistics/whatsnew/index.aspx.


The committee continue to work towards this and have discussed at conference the formalisation of the 

constituted group into a formal entity.  This will also enable us to protect the trade name and logo better as 

well as many other advantages.  We will be asking members to vote on this in the New Year. AGM minutes 

and Get-Together information will be loaded on the website.  We are pleased to advise that we have a new 

committee member Barry McCullam from Boroughbridge, North Yorkshire, Barry has been posting out the 

banners and bunting for us as well. Robert Talbot, our Webmaster is also going to share a committee place 

with his wife Shelia.  Lost your new password? E-mail 

 

2013 has been a year of consolidation, improving quality and raising national and even international 

awareness to go into the future in a better condition for growth and sustainability.  We have discussed 

expectations and opportunities and above all we wish to form much closer ties with the network to build that 

future together.  There will be more regular newsletters and information together with new resources loaded 

onto the website.  Don’t forget though that this should be a two way dialogue and we long to hear from you 

more often to share your successes and problems, contact your mentor, a committee member or officer, 

share with facebook or twitter.  Every piece of activity adds to our spreading the word throughout the UK 

and raising awareness on our way to a national brand.  Get in touch, promote the national brand.   

  

A huge thank you to Kate Francis, her daughter and team for all their hard work, a great success.  If you 

feel that your town or village could hold a future Get-Together, we shall be pleased to hear from you.  In the 

meantime, we are off to Chepstow 18/19 October 2014.  Paul Gowen of Chepstow Walkers are Welcome 

has already given us a taster of the delights to come at Chepstow and the prestigious St Perrie Golf and 

Country Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured: Chepstow 

 

The new Handbook 

Members that attended the recent event were given a copy of the new Handbook.  Copies will be posted 

out to all other towns and villages as quickly as possible. Basic information has been included and updates 

will be added in time.  We have also printed ten national leaflets for all members to use when promoting 

WaW, these will also be posted.   

 

Marketing 

Having attended a number of workshops over the years dedicated to marketing and promotion, and 

increasingly, the alien world of electronic media and social networking.  Here are a few ideas which might 

be useful or at least inspire you to think more about your own promotion. 

Hidden Britain, who were at the 2012 Get-Together at Ross-on-Wye, offer some free advice and have 

loads of resources, services. Their monthly newsletter, featuring our favourite red squirrel,  you may find 

useful, they are also a charity.   

mailto:secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk
http://www.walksinchepstow.co.uk/
http://www.hiddenbritainse.org.uk/


Have you considered writing a blog, one of the best ways to get noticed, we can send you some blog tips if 

you are interested.  Don’t put a link on your facebook messages; it is likely to be blocked in this new age of 

selling services, so add it as a comment instead. 

Download a twitter management system, there is Tweetdeck or Hootesuite and others. This allows you to 

see who is talking about you and respond to the conversation and maximise on the promotion, it is 

supposed to be social media. 

Respond Eco. Travel, a Leeds University project, offers 6 Steps to effective sustainability communication 

and they have a very down to earth approach to website communication and offer additional services.  

Here are some additional publicity tips. 

 

 

 

Rights of Way Maintenance 

Our Patron, Kate Ashbrook, highlighted some of the problems 

facing the walking infrastructure in ‘Our Walking World’ address, 

read it on line with the AGM minutes. She has mentioned some 

current activities in Wales and Scotland. If you haven’t done so 

already, get to know your local Rights of Way team usually either 

within the County Council, Unitary Authority or National Parks in 

England.  In Scotland and Wales there are a few differences and 

it is worth getting to know your local system.  Make them your 

best friends, invite them onto your committee, tell them the 

problems, and influence rolling programmes and local councils.  

Help cash strapped county councils to raise funds for footpath 

improvements, 

 

Pictured: A new fingerpost in Kirkby Stephen to help the Coast to Coasters 

(Send us your photos to share) 

 

Insurance 

There appears to be some confusion about the Tennyson Insurance offer and premiums. 

The lowest level is currently £71.25 for everyday activity. This will cover your weekly health walks or 

monthly longer walk and meetings and everything that you do as usual activity. 

The second stage is currently £142.50 and includes additional risk for special events and once yearly 

Walking Festivals etc.  

It is simple to sign up on line with the discount code WAW05 and the premium comes up automatically 

according to the cover you choose.  If you have any further queries, Tennyson Insurance is happy to 

discuss your questions.  

 

November Tip 

Many of our walking areas have poor mobile phone coverage or you might have a low battery.  Register 

your mobile phone with 112 SOS and if you ever have the need in an emergency you can send an SMS 

text message to 112 or 999 when you can’t telephone. It will find the best available network to send the 

emergency message. 

 

Our newsletters 

If you have a topic you would like discussed in more detail, let us know, there is so much expertise we can 

call on within our member towns and villages.  

Please tell us if this e-mail address contact has changed or you would like other colleagues added and 

please circulate within your groups. 

 

http://www.responsibletourismcommunication.com/
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Fact-Sheet-3-Publicity.pdf
http://tennysoninsurance.co.uk/partners-walkersarewelcome/
http://www.112.ie/Sending_a_text_to_112/144#.Uo0MrFRFDcs


Until the next time, 

Ann Sandell - Secretary 

Walkers are Welcome Towns Network National Executive 

e-mail:  

© Walkers are Welcome Towns Network UK 

 

mailto:secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk

