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Introduction 

Geology has come to the forefront in recent years’ losing its stuffy boys’ grammar school 
image with the fascinating subject becoming increasingly popular. There has been a Scottish 
Geodiversity Charter since 2012 see http://scottishgeodiversityforum.org/charter/ and now a 
Geodiversity Charter of England has been launched see  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/geodiversity-charter-for-england-launched   

Both wish to raise awareness of geodiversity and integrate policies that will safeguard and 

manage our earth heritage for future generations rather than just robbing the most valuable 

resources. 

 

The physical education of geology is made fun in geoplay parks, example in Paignton, Devon 

http://torbay.gov.uk/geoplaypark or Rickerby Park, Carlisle’s stone circle of various rocks that 

are found along the River Eden http://www.flickr.com/photos/8453647@N05/6159922657/ 

You may also see examples of geotourism creeping in. 

 

Geoparks unify areas where there is geological heritage of international significance. There 

are seven Geoparks in the UK part of the Global Network endorsed by UNESCO and some of 

our towns are lucky enough to be in or near these areas giving added interest and partnership 

working opportunities. 

 English Riviera Geopark (Torbay, South West England) 

 Fforest Fawr Geopark (South Wales) 

 GeoMôn Geopark (Anglesey, Wales) 

 Marble Arch Caves Geopark (Northern Ireland) 

 North Pennines A.O.N.B. Geopark (Northern England) 

 North West Highlands Geopark (Highlands of Scotland) 

 Shetland Geopark (Shetland Islands, Scotland) 
 
Martley 
Themes add interest to any guided walk, walking festival programme or self-guided publication 

with Geology fitting beautifully and not only in rural areas.  The stones used in buildings can 

provide a fascinating insight into old ways of working and living, many exhibiting excellent 

fossils.  

 

Martley in Worcestershire is in the Team Valley where the area has been recognised for 
the unique range of different rocks from at least eight geological periods stretching 700 
million years. The Paths-or-Nones, http://thepathornones.co.uk/ the 13th accredited 
Walkers are Welcome group in Martley have exploited the geology opportunities in their 
area. They are happy to share their experience gained working in partnership with the 
Team Valley Geological Society http://www.geo-village.eu/ to produce three geology 
walks.  
 

1. The Martley Geology Loop (Trail 1) is 6.6 miles long and traverses the lowest and 

highest parts of the parish, download from their website.  

http://scottishgeodiversityforum.org/charter/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/geodiversity-charter-for-england-launched
http://torbay.gov.uk/geoplaypark
http://www.flickr.com/photos/8453647@N05/6159922657/
http://www.englishrivierageopark.org.uk/
http://www.fforestfawrgeopark.org.uk/
http://www.geomon.co.uk/
http://www.marblearchcaves.net/
http://www.northpennines.org.uk/
http://www.northwest-highlands-geopark.org.uk/
http://www.geoparkshetland.org.uk/


2. A short trail, in Martley, of around three miles takes the walker past eight or nine points 

of geological interest including Martley Rock.  (This was financed by LEADER phase 

II project and the guide published in June 2013) downloadable from their website.  

3. A longer trail, in Martley, of around 5.8 miles traversing more rugged ground and 

passing many points of geological interest, was published in June 2013; downloadable 

from their website. 

 

A map of all their geology trails against a background of the underlying geology has been 

erected in the village centre, at the Old Weighbridge opposite shops and pub.  

A downloadable map is also available from their website. 

 

Geology Walks 
Additionally in Martley, walking groups can avail themselves of a geology interpreter to go 

along and explain the local landscape, how it was formed, the underlying rock types and how 

they influence everything from buildings to agriculture.   

 

The success of this initiative is worth passing on, so if your local walking group thinks it a good 

idea, why not plan one of your trips with a geological theme? Remember this is aimed really 

at non-geologists as an introduction.  The walks are not geology field trips! 

 

If you want to pursue this, John Nicklin, Parish Paths Warden for Martley, the 13th WaW village, 

and Secretary of the Teme Valley Geological Society has offered his services.  John says he 

will do his best to find someone in your area to come along and to narrate, in simple, non-

technical language the story of the landscape.  Obviously this needs time beforehand; the 

walk leader and the geological interpreter might wish to get together to plan the walk to take 

in the best features, and to develop the stories behind them.  

John’s email is martleypfo@gmail.com  

 
While the WAWTN has made every effort to ensure the information obtained in this factsheet is an 

accurate summary of the subject as at the date of publication, it is unable to accept liability for any 

misinterpretation of the law or any other error or omission in the advice in this paper. 

This factsheet is provided for the use of Walkers are Welcome Towns Network members only. 
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