
WALKERS ARE WELCOME ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR JAN TO DEC 2012 
 
Town/Village: ROSS-ON-WYE. 
 
Please use the space below to summarise the main activities you have undertaken in 
2011 to ensure that your town/village continues to be one where walkers are welcome.   
 
 1. Demonstration of continued local support 
This is much the same as last year as we continue to work with Ross Town Council, 
Visit Herefordshire, the Wye Valley AONB and the Association of Ross Traders (ART) 
as well as local businesses wherever and whenever possible. The Wye Valley brewery 
printed special beer mats and gave us vouchers for walkers to get £1 off a pint of Wye 
Valley Brewery beer, as they did for the 2011 Walking Festival. 
In 2014 there will be a very large festival based on the river Wye, with events along the 
length of the river within the AONB. We have been invited to take part in this event. 
 
 2. Evidence of continued endorsement by your local council  
Ross Town Council continues to support our work and recognises our efforts to help the 
town’s economy. The Council allows us to use the Council Chamber for our AGM. The 
Town Council representative on our Steering Group has given very helpful advice on 
grant application. 
Ross Town Council provided a grant to support the National Get-Together held in Ross 
in October. 
We took part in the application for a grant from the Mary Portas Pilot Towns scheme. 
 
 3. Maintenance of footpaths and Rights of Way 
We applied, successfully for a grant from the Severn Waste Environmental Fund to 
replace stiles on a 20-mile section of the Wye Valley Walk and other paths in the area. 
We received £6,000.00 for this project. In addition one of our local charities is making 
the gates and, as a result, has become an approved supplier to Herefordshire Council’s 
main contractor, Amey. 
As a result of this work the Wye Valley Walk from Symonds Yat to Ross is almost stile-
free with just 5 stiles (difficult landowners). Work has now started on our section north of 
Ross where 10 stiles have been identified. We are very hopeful that all 10 will be 
replaced by the end of March 2013. We are also working on other paths in the area with 
the intention of making several circular routes stile-free. 
The Group has bought more tools for the Footpath Action Group. 
 
4. Marketing of your WaW status 
Our web site has been improved and we’ve produced posters and flyers advertising our 
walking festival. 
Our Chairman has taken part in 2 radio interviews on BBC Radio Wales. The first was 
about Chepstow’s bid for WaW accreditation and the other to celebrate the opening of 
the Wales Coastal Path and the benefits it, and WaW, will bring. 
We have bought space in the new Ross Town Map cabinets, advertising Ross as a 
WaW town and promoting the WAWTN organisation. 



 
5. Public Transport  
Our walking Festival always features at least one bus walk (for 2013 we have two bus 
walks and a third where the start can be reached by bus) and local walking groups use 
buses frequently for their walks. The local Stagecoach office told us that they have seen 
a noticeable increase in the number of walkers using their busses over the past year. 
They are very keen to display a poster advertising the Walking Festival. 
 
6. Maintaining status  
Our Committee has changed slightly over the past year. Sadly we have lost Sue Powell, 
our Secretary (Sue is now in full-time employment as well as running the B & B but is 
leading a walk in the Festival). We’ve also lost Sylvia Jardine (Grandmother duties away 
from Ross) 
Current members are as follows: 
Sam Phillips.   Chairman. 
David Collin.   Treasurer. 
Councillor Ian Henderson. Keen walker and is very supportive of our work in Council 

circles. 
Harry Britten-Austin. Harry designs most of our promotional literature and is also 

active in the Ross walking Group. 
Malcolm Hill.   New member. Walk leader and member of Ross Ramblers. 
Penny Allen.   Member of Ross Ramblers, Penny is a marketing expert. 
Chris Gardiner.  Chris is our Herefordshire Council Rights of Way rep. 
Kehri Taylor. Kehri is the Manager of the Town’s Visitor information 

Centre. 
7.  Innovation 
In October 2012 we welcomed a group of 52 walkers from a fellow WaW town, 
Chesham. This initiative came directly from our attendance at the Annual Conference in 
Market Weighton. We have planned three days of guided walks in the locality as well as 
evening entertainment. We estimate that this will brought in at least £15,000 to the local 
economy. 
Again we provided marshalling support to the Association of Ross Traders’ Pancake 
Races. 

 
 8.  What Funding have you been able to secure?   
Our biggest source of funding has been the £6,000.00 we received from Severn Waste 
Environmental Fund for replacement gates. This success was the result of the hard 
work of our Treasurer, David Collin. 
We were successful in obtaining funding support for the Annual Get-Together from 
Ross Town Council and Visit Herefordshire. 
We have received £250 from a local company, PGL Travel, for the 2013 Walking 
Festival. The Wye Valley Brewery has also promised support. 
 
 9. Community Advantages 
As referred to earlier, the visit of the group from Chesham made a significant 
contribution to the local economy. 



The fourth annual Ross Walking Festival took place over the weekend of 28th to 30th 
September 2012. This was a great success despite the poor weather this summer. The 
drop in bookings (250 down to 178) was attributed to the weather.  Despite the drop in 
numbers we had visitors from the USA, Australia, New Zealand and Japan. Planning for 
the 2013 Festival is well advanced and the Programme is with the printer. The Festival 
is now an established event and already we have a serious enquiry for a party of 25 
from Lincolnshire. Bookings open in April. 
The group is raising awareness of Ross as a walking destination. There are more 
walkers visible in the town these days and, although difficult to quantify, this is beneficial 
to the town’s economy. 
 
10. National WaW 
Ross has been represented at every Annual WaW Conference since Hebden Bridge. 
Ross was the host town for the annual Conference (re-named “Get-together”) in 2012. 
The Conference/Get-Together was a great success and we have received many 
complimentary comments. 
The Group is a full member of Visit Herefordshire and attends their events. In 
recognition of the work we do Visit Herefordshire has changed our membership 
category so that we do not have to pay an Annual membership fee. 
We have mentored a number of new towns this year. These include Oswestry, 
Chepstow, Monmouth, Hay-on-Wye, Leominster, Abergavenny, Talgarth, and, 
Crickhowell. We have just attended the first meeting of the Tintern group. 

 
11.  Main achievements 2012 
1. Hosting the highly successful Annual Conference/Get-together in Ross. 
2. Obtaining funding for the Smiles without Stiles project and replacing 13 stiles on 

the Wye Valley Walk. 
3. Organising our 4th Annual walking Festival. 
4. Hosting the group from Chesham with its opportunity to promote Ross as a 

friendly, welcoming place to visit and walk. 
 
12. Priorities 2013 
To run another successful walking festival. 
Build on our experience with the Chesham group and offer more walking and 
accommodation packages. 
Expand our sponsor base. 
Offer talks/presentations to tourist organisations like the Forest of Dean and Wye Valley 
Tourist Association. 
Promote the smaller hospitality businesses. 
Update some of our leaflets, in particular the bus walks leaflet, promoting the stile-free 
walks. 
Continue mentoring towns as appropriate. 
Continue the stile replacement programme. 
Work with the National Committee to make WaW a more outward-looking organisation. 
Start work on a Lower Wye Valley regional organisation similar to that set up by the 
Shropshire Hill group. 


