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Couldn’t resist sharing some autumn hues as the glorious colour of autumn has hit “up north” this week. 

Why not use the opportunity to advertise this spectacle to extend the walking season or even add 

Halloween ghostly walks and bonfires. 

 

Chepstow Get-Together 
Nearly there, the last chance to book your place at the ‘Annual Get-Together’ at Chepstow this year.  

For those that haven’t seen the programme there are some brilliant workshops as well as entertainment 

and networking opportunities. 

 

 Fund raising and generating income 

 Visual Impairment Awareness and Sighted Guide Skills 

 Efficient Use of Media, PR & partnerships 

 Walks with Wheels 

 Step forward – Towards an excellent Walks Organiser 

 Keeping You and Your Walkers Safe  

 Sharing Best Practice and  

 Expectations of the WAW National Committee 

 

 

A request from the organisers – if you are thinking of bringing pop-ups or materials to display, please 

let them know soonest. 

 

And yet more contributions to the national banner, can’t wait to see the finished product. 

 

 

 

 

 
Mytholmroyd Walkers’Action sent a photograph to the Hebden Bridge Times  publicising themselves 

and the national scheme. 

 

 

Getting Involved Nationally 

We have lots of e-mails every week from members, would-be members and others.  One recent 

request was how to get involved nationally. Here’s some ideas: 

 Go to the Annual Get-Together 

http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/membership/2013-get-together/
http://www.hebdenbridgetimes.co.uk/news/local/mytholmroyd-walkers-action-contribute-to-national-banner-1-6841964


 Read the newsletter, website and handbook. 

 Send in your good news reports for the website 

 Join us on twitter or facebook, photographs are always more effective 

 Take your walkers to other WaW towns and invite others to your town or meet half-way 

 Have meetings and share projects with nearby towns 

 Share best practice with the membership 

 Contribute to the factsheets 

 Send in any ideas to share or comments to consider 

 Join the national executive 

 Introduce other towns to the concept & mentor 

 Tell the press about WaW 

 Show your stickers and logo everywhere  

 

And just a little help please, if you e-mail please say you are a member and which town you are from, 

very many leave off that vital information. 

 

    Talking of stickers, we have some new “Where's WaW detectives” that 

will be visiting towns and experiencing your best facilities but also 

looking to see that you are displaying your WaW accreditation with 

pride?  Make sure they find the evidence that they are looking for, we 

don’t know where they will strike next probably disguised as ordinary 

walkers and not in this ridiculous costume illustrated.    

If you need more stickers for local businesses that support the scheme 

see details on the website resources page. 

 

 

 

Pennine Way 
England's first National Trail will be 50 next year! 
 
The Pennine Way National Trail was opened on 24 April 1965 on Malham Moor with over 2,000 
people turning up to hear Tom Stephenson speak. The 50th anniversary next year is already getting 
media attention, with the BBC and other TV companies filming this summer, for viewing next summer 
and a new stone shelter has been built on Cross Fell, the highest point. 
 
If your town or village is on or close to the Pennine Way, you should make the most of this extra 
publicity. If you are having a walking festival, make sure some of the walks are based on the Pennine 
Way. For a one off event, why not organise a Pennine Way birthday party? It doesn't have to be on 
the opening day, celebrations will be taking place all year.  
 
You can promote your events for free on the National Trail website using the 'Add Information' button.  

 

 

 

 

Tourism Inquiry 
 

The Culture, Media & Sport Committee at the House of Commons have been inviting written evidence        

for a Tourism Enquiry. We have submitted a report which is summarised below: 

 

 In rural communities it feels continually like we are fighting to gain and keep our tourism and 

that no one is on our side.  However, when it works there can be tremendous benefits for towns 

and villages in increased vitality and the economy which can lead to additional or sustained 

services for all residents paid for by the influx of visitors. 

 Tourism seasons can be very short which leads to uncompetitive pricing and a lack of growth 

particularly when coupled with planning restrictions, commercial rates, VAT and VAT 

thresholds. 

http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/membership/resources/
http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/pennineway


 Most councils (not parish) work against local communities because of central government 

rulings and funding constraints.  

 In spite of continually going against the flow, there are great successes in Walkers are Welcome 

towns and villages through volunteer determination.  It’s wonderful when now and again we get 

a little help. 

                                                                                                                                              

Chairman’s Annual Report 
It has been another extremely busy year for the National Executive, with over one hundred accredited 
towns, the flow of e-mails and meetings is quite considerable. 
 
Apart from our regular meetings, monthly telephone conferences and two face to face meetings, various 
members of the committee have met with towns wishing to gain accreditation and within their own areas 
helping existing accredited towns. This is in addition to their “proper jobs”. 
 
Ann Sandell and I attended a debate hosted by Visit England in Liverpool discussing how to attract 
more tourists to rural areas of England which does seem a bit of a daunting task. Walkers are Welcome 
towns and villages are of course an excellent example of this success. 
 
Sheila Talbot attended various conferences on our behalf as did our Patron, Kate Ashbrook.  Ruth 
Coulthard has also been out and about in Wales attending various meetings. Chris Prescott ventured 
into Norfolk to visit towns working towards accreditation as a result of last year’s Get-together. 
 
One action that has proved to be time consuming has been in attaining charitable status for the 
organisation; we are very nearly there but there are still one or two hoops to jump through.   Our thanks 
go to Barry McCallum who has been tireless in his efforts to co-ordinate the Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation proposal over the last 12 months. 
 
Rob Talbot has been very busy as our website manager collating all the various reports, updating news 
and posting forthcoming events and walking festivals that are sent to him for all to log into. 
 
Your Annual Reports are, as ever, challenging for the members of the committee. Some are straight 
forward, while others require direction and dialogue with the towns. There are a few cases when the 
towns that do not submit either an Annual Report or pay their subscriptions turn out to be “one man 
bands” highlighting the necessity for member towns to create a strong committee to ensure continuity 
and succession. When a town does default we do withdraw their status as a Walkers are Welcome 
Town as we feel very passionately that the brand is a strong one and needs to be upheld in all towns. 
 
I hope as many of you as possible will attend the Annual Get-together in Chepstow.  Helen and Paul 
and their colleagues have done an enormous amount of work and arm twisting to put on an extensive 
programme for delegates with a variety of workshops and activities.  A separate notice has been sent 
round giving details of the event which will give delegates the opportunity to meet people from other 
towns from all over the United Kingdom and more importantly influence how Walkers are Welcome 
goes forward. 
 
I do have an apology, I was hoping to organise a raffle, however due to various hiccups this has been 
delayed but on a positive note, we do have a license under the lottery and gaming act. 
 
Finally, thank you all for your continued support and enthusiasm in making the Walkers are Welcome 
Towns Network an amazing organisation to be involved with. 
 
Nigel Botting 
Chairman of the National Executive 

WALKERS ARE WELCOME TOWNS NETWORK 

secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk 

p.s.  We look forward to seeing many of you at Chepstow 

                          


