WALKERS ARE WELCOME
TOWNS NETWORK

Towns and villages with something special to offer walkers

It must be summer, the bunting is up. You can borrow the Walkers are Welcome bunting along with
the banners for your special event and just pay for the carriage, e-mail Barry, full details on the
website.

If you would like to buy your own WaW bunting rather than borrow, it can be ordered direct from the
manufacturer who has the artwork on file. It comes in 10 metre lengths, with 24 flags per length. The
design is one sided with alternate black and yellow flags and the fabric is knitted polyester (photo on
the website).
The cost is £20 + VAT per length, plus postage and packaging.
Delivery is about 7 days from receipt of the order and payment.

Please contact:

Hampshire Flag Company

Unit 11

Pipers Wood Industrial Park

Waterberry Drive Tel: 0845 644 3129

Waterlooville, Hampshire Email: info@hampshireflag.co.uk

PO7 7XU Website: http://www.hampshireflag.co.uk/

We certainly saw lashings of bunting for the Grand Depart, Tour de France and any WaW towns that
have sent in photographs of their decorations have been loaded onto our facebook Any more?

Are you making the most of your accreditation status and membership to Walkers are Welcome?
Here are a few simple ideas:
All businesses that support your aims in your town or village, should be blazing a Waw
sticker. A batch is provided free on accreditation but you can always buy more, details on the
website Some towns have gone further with their own badges and t-shirts.
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Make friends with your local newspaper, a quarterly article with your good news and a
photograph should be possible, everyone loves a happy story. Many towns have managed
national magazines and regional television, persistence usually pays off.

Do you have a website or share a page on someone elses? Does it show the WAW logo and
proudly give information about the scheme and your accreditation?

Do you have a twitter account or facebook page? You may also link to a growing number of
WaW towns using and sharing social media. There are other platforms like pinterest that
might also be useful.

QR codes can promote anything that is online providing there is a mobile ‘phone signal. Stick
them round the town where allowed.

Think of something quirky to promote.

Put the logo on all publications.

In response to last month’s Children’s walks factsheet, Ann in Meltham has been telling us about their
successful Treasure Hunts. A fun way to get children and families out and about.

With all these new and exciting events that you might be organising, perhaps time for a more serious
note about ‘Walk Leader Planning’. We have completed another new factsheet which tackles this
subject and those newer to guided walks should find it informative.

On the Sunday morning, 19" October at the St Pierre, Marriott Hotel and Country Club, we will be
holding a presentation and workshop entitled ‘Keeping You and Your Walkers Safe’ which will explore
this topic in more depth promising to be an eye opener for many and most interesting.

From our Patron, Kate Ashbrook
As parliament packs its bags until the autumn, it is worth noting that there are two unfinished Bills
likely to be of particular interest to Walkers Are Welcome Towns.

The Deregulation Bill speeds up the process for claiming paths for the definitive map and is an
essential piece of legislation given the impending cut-off in 2026 for historic, unclaimed paths. It
contains a package of measures agreed by the Rights of Way Stakeholder Group. It has completed
its passage through the House of Commons and, although a couple of MPs proposed amendments to
make it easier to move paths out of gardens and farmyards, the government rightly resisted them.
The risk is that if the Bill departs from the stakeholder group’s consensus and becomes contentious, it
could fall apart. The proposed amendments were not necessary in any case: the law already allows
such changes provided the public interest is protected.

The Bill's next stage is detailed examination by the House of Lords. Further amendments are likely to
be tabled, and it will be important that the government holds firm and resists anything which departs
from the stakeholder group’s agreed measures.

The Infrastructure Bill started in the House of Lords and is now heading for the House of Commons.
The Bill appears to allow ministers to transfer land of public value to the Homes and Communities
Agency and other bodies, and thence to developers. A number of organisations fear this could not
only be a rerun of the threat to the public forest estate but also affect other land which is treasured by
the public.

The government claims that it is harmless but the wording seems to indicate otherwise and
parliamentarians are likely to press for amendments to ensure that public land is safe.

It is always interesting to read some of the Annual Returns every year and learn of the exciting and
often innovative projects you have all been undertaking. Unst is our most northerly member on the
most northerly populated island in the British Isles. Have you considered an adventure to Shetland
and beautiful Unst in particular?
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Some of the Unst statistics are amazing.

There are 60 degrees north

Have thousands of years of history

More Viking sites that anywhere else in Europe

420 Million years of Geopark

There are 10 sandy beaches

In midsummer it has 19 hours of daylight

120,000 seabirds to see

Last but not least, some of the very best walking in Europe

The WaW team headed by Chas have opened a Walking Centre and they are also hiring out bikes to
solve the around the island transport problem. Even the Unst website is charming and encourages
you to make a visit. You may also find the Unst Bus Shelter website; appealing, they do innovation in
a big way. And only 650 residents......... wonderful.

Fancy a trip to the seaside this summer, there are lots of coastal WaW towns to visit, just have a look
at the WaW towns map

‘When the national Walkers are Welcome Committee invited all the Walkers are Welcome towns
and villages across the UK to make a quilted square to represent their community, to be sewn into
one huge quilt to show the national picture, local volunteers, Ruth Anderson, Hazel Davey, Beryl
Connelly, Jean Main, and Jan Clear rose to the challenge.

They designed and have spent many long hours creating a beautiful representation of Baildon’s
scenic attractions (see photo). This square will be available to view in Baildon Library from Thursday
17" July to Monday 20", over the Baildon Walking Weekend.

Chris Flecknoe, Chair of Baildon Town Council, said: “I hope that lots of people will pop in to see this
beautiful work of art which will represent Baildon in the national Walkers are Welcome quilt. | am
very grateful to Ruth, Hazel, Beryl, Jean and Jan for the skill and time they have put into creating this
design which really does Baildon credit.”

Mrs Ruth Anderson one of the volunteers said “We worked as
a team in which, according to our previous craft work
experiences, skills had been willingly shared and eagerly
learned. The project has been a challenge and many

enjoyable hours had gone into creating the square”.

Pictured left to right with the quilting square: Ruth Anderson,
Hazel Davey, and Beryl Connelly.

Baildon have certainly set the standard very high, do you
have your square under way? ‘Embroider a quilt’ instructions
are shown on the Annual Get-Together 2014 webpage along
with booking details.

Finally for this Month, congratulations to our newly accredited members Ludlow. The committee
unanimously agreed that it was a superb application.

Enjoy the weather....
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