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Winter Walking 

We asked the members of the executive committee to share their favourite “walking in winter” photos 

with the above being chosen for our seasonal December newsletter.   

 

At this time of year we particularly remember the dedicated volunteers of the Mountain Rescue Teams 

who are out in awful weather rescuing walkers and stranded motorists.  There are 48 teams in England 

and Wales and 27 teams in the Scottish Mountain Rescue plus the search and rescue dog handlers 

(SARDA) and cave rescue teams.  Without these teams, the public would not be able to participate in 

extreme sports and conditions unless insured for every eventuality.  Kirkby Stephen Mountain Rescue 

Team have a ‘Safe in the Hills’ website which gives some excellent advice.  The British Mountaineering 

Council have published “Ten mistakes winter walkers make – and how to avoid them” which you may 

also find interesting. 

 

So well read in advice for your winter walk, send us some photos for our facebook page.  

Meltham Walkers are Welcome have already posted their ‘Arctic Grazing’ photograph that is to be 

featured on their Christmas cards. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@walkersarewelcome.org.uk
http://www.mountain.rescue.org.uk/
http://www.mountain.rescue.org.uk/
http://www.mountainrescuescotland.org/
http://www.safeinthehills.org.uk/
https://www.thebmc.co.uk/ten-mistakes-winter-walkers-make-and-how-to-avoid-them
https://www.facebook.com/WalkersAreWelcome#!/WalkersAreWelcome
https://twitter.com/holmfirthphotos/status/534088594261291009/photo/1


2014 News Roundup 

Towards the end of each year we become reflective and we would like to remember some of the 

fantastic innovation and work that has gone on in so many member towns and villages throughout 2014.  

Here are just a very few of the year’s successes: 

 

Ross-on-Wye wondered how much their Walkers are Welcome group had contributed to the economy 

of the town so they did a very conservative estimate and came up with £100,000 (plus 20 replaced 

stiles).  Not content, they told the local press who published a lovely article embracing the logo. 

 

Y Talbot and Tregaron Walkers are Welcome were mentioned in The Guardian’s ‘Ten 10 hotels, B&B’s 

and hostels in Wales for walkers’  Well done for getting Walkers are Welcome included. 

 

Randal Metzner and John Sparshatt from Otley Walkers are Welcome walked a section of the Dales 

Way with Clare Balding as part of her Radio 4 show. Randal even managed to get in an explanation of 

the WaW concept.  An article was then published in the Ilkley Gazette 

 

Holywell Walkers are welcome  won the Innovation Category - Towns Alive National Award 2014.  The 

judges commented “Holywell embraced the opportunities from Walkers are Welcome".  The national 

profile was also raised through the Action for Market Towns membership (Sadly now ceased trading).  

 

After taking part in the Rural Tourism Debate in Liverpool and giving evidence for the Culture, Media 

and Sport Committee Tourism Enquiry, we have been approached to support the reduction to 5% or 

abolishment of VAT for tourism businesses.  VAT on accommodation bookings makes us uncompetitive 

with other countries and thresholds prevent small businesses expanding and improving. 

 

The beautiful Walkers are Welcome quilted banner was revealed at the October Get-Together in 

Chepstow. With squares from so many member towns and villages this has grown into a work of art to 

be very proud of and we look forward to many showings in the years ahead.  Well done Chepstow for 

this brilliant idea. 

 

We are always delighted to publish your good news articles on the website news.  Just send them in 

adding a link or photograph as appropriate. Your innovation lists are also assessable through the 

website and are most inspirational. 

 

Don’t forget we want to know all about your achievements in the Annual Return which should be 

completed and sent in by the end of January.  Why not spend time between Christmas and New Year 

getting the information together and completing the form to celebrate and ensure your accreditation for 

another year.  Annual subscriptions are also due in January. 

 

Finding Lost Commons 
News from our Patron Kate Ashbrook 

From 15 December, Walkers are Welcome Towns in Cumbria and North Yorkshire have a new chance 

to claim lost commons.  By doing this you can protect the land from development and win rights for the 

public to walk and, if the land is in a former urban district, to ride there. 

 

Commons are all owned but are land on which others have rights, to collect wood, dig peat and gather 

bracken and twigs for instance, for use on their holdings.  Commons were registered under the 

Commons Registration Act 1965 but the period was far too short and many were omitted.  Court cases 

at the time ruled out many registrations and although those judgments were later reversed it was then 

too late to register. 

 

Part 1 of the Commons Act 2006 allows the registers to be reopened, so that land can be removed and 

added provided it fits the criteria.  Part 1 is already operating in seven pioneer areas: Blackburn with 

Darwen, Cornwall, Devon, Herefordshire, Hertfordshire, Kent and Lancashire.  On 15 December it will 

be extended to Cumbria and North Yorkshire where land can be added and removed.  In the rest of 

England from that date the law is only partially implemented, in favour of landowners, enabling them to 

remove land but not allowing us to add it. 

http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/2014/12/2319/
http://www.theguardian.com/travel/2014/sep/25/top-10-hotels-b-and-bs-inns-in-wales-for-walkers
http://www.theguardian.com/travel/2014/sep/25/top-10-hotels-b-and-bs-inns-in-wales-for-walkers
http://www.ilkleygazette.co.uk/news/11438617.Otley_walkers_join_presenter_Claire_Balding_for_radio_trek/?ref=var_0
file:///C:/Users/ann_001/Documents/National%20WaW/New%20fWaWTNnewletters/ww.holywell-town.gov.uk/news/win_for_holywell_in_towns_alive_awards
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/2014/10/waw-get-together-chepstow-18-19-october/
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/news/
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/membership/annual-returns/
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/membership/annual-returns/


 

To claim unregistered land you need to check the records to see if there was any attempt to register it 

during the small window, 1967-70, allowed by the 1965 Act.  If so, and it failed, you can perhaps claim 

it now.  The Open Spaces Society has information and a fact sheet on how to register lost commons.  

Why not do some research? 

 

You also need to be vigilant for notices about applications to deregister commons to see whether they 

should be opposed. 

 

The Tourism Society 

The Tourism Society, founded in 1977, is a professional membership body for people working in all 

sectors of the visitor economy. The Membership and Administration Executive, Barbara Stott has 

offered a group membership of £75 each if five or more members of the Walkers are Welcome Network 

are interested in joining. Whist active across the UK there are regional chapters for Cumbria, Yorkshire, 

Kent, West Country, Scotland and Wales. 

 

A Big Issue 

The Big Issue and Walkingworld are offering a great opportunity for some free publicity for your town 

and one of your best walks. The 'Hidden Britain' feature appears every week in The Big Issue magazine, 

which has a circulation of around 100,000. On top of that the features are promoted through the 

Walkingworld newsletter which goes to over 65,000 of their members. 'Hidden Britain' highlights quirky 

and unusual places, structures and objects in our landscape, all of which provide a special insight into 

our history and culture. Each item is accompanied by a free walk download from Walkingworld.  

 

Submitting an idea for 'Hidden Britain' and creating a corresponding walk on Walkingworld are 

completely free to do and just take a little time recording the walk and background information. See a 

few 'Hidden Britain' examples that have been printed so far, including one for WaW town Kirkby 

Stephen, and get in touch with David Stewart at Walkingworld if you would like to know more. 

 

New Year 

We have given you a few ideas to occupy your time into the New Year with safe winter walking, 

completing your Annual Return, claiming your lost common, writing good news articles and sending 

Walkingworld your ‘Hidden Britain’.  If you have any spare moments, don’t forget a fundraising plan to 

allow as many members as possible to attend the 2015 Get-Together in Sidmouth.  Remember to put 

the date in your new 2015 diary, Saturday and Sunday 24/25 October 2015. 

 

With very best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a most prosperous New Year 

From all at the National Executive Committee: 

 

Nigel Botting    Barry McCullum            

Sam Phillips    Ruth Coulthard   

Geoff Kitt    Chris Prescott           

Ann Sandell    Helen Kenneally 

Shelia Talbot    John Dyson 

Rob Talbot    and our Patron Kate Ashbrook 

http://www.oss.org.uk/what-we-do/commons/the-commons-act-2006/
http://www.bigissue.com/hidden-britain
mailto:david@walkingworld.com

